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LYCORIS: 


OR, THE 


GRECIAN COURTEZAN. 
Was born at Lemnos, ant 
' iſland near Thrace; of which 
Bacchus and Diana were the _. 
tutelar deities. This was the only hs 
place, in all Greece, where a temple 
had not been erected in honour of Vo- 
e eee -Thghos 
1 ſhewed 


re 


(2) 
ſhewed the utmoſt diſreſpe& to that 
goddeſs; who, in return, never | 
thought of their iſland without indig- 1 


nation. Here i it was the was ſurprized 


. ERS. 


by her huſband, while the was 


laviſhing the warmeſt proofs of her 


affection on the God of War, which 
exaſperated Vulcan to carry his re- 
venge even ſo far, as to give the aſ- 


ſembled gods the moſt glaring proofs 
of bis diſhonour. 


Brought up under the wings of a 
father, whoſe philoſophy was the 


| gratification of the ſenſes, Tearly learn- 
ed to eſteem nothing ſo much as my 
dn will, and pleaſure. This was the 
f undamental part of his ſyſtem, and 1 


[ | felt 


1 
felt it, even before I was capable of 
diſtinguiſhing its delicacy, Nothing : 
ſeemed fo natural to me, as giving a 
looſe to my inclinations, and ſatisfy- 
ing them, at any expence. My father 
ſummed up all vices, in diſobliging 
mankind, and all virtues, in obliging 
them. His morals, as you may per- 
cave, demanded no trouble to ad- 
quire; and I dare ſay my father 
found a daughter in me worthy of 
himſelf, Lo 


Tyrteus, for ſo he was called, was 
a lover of arts and ſciences; and had 
a deſire of cultivating my mind, He 
made me ſenſible of the charms of 
_ eloquence, and poetry. He was a 
| S832 . good 


(4) 

good muſician, and compoſed ſome 
amorous airs, which he played on the 
lyre, and accompanied with his voice. 
I inherited a part of his talents. 
Scarce was I twelve years old, before 
I attracted all the Lemnian youth, by 
the harmonious ſound I drew' from 


that inſtrument, which proved ſo 

dear to Linus its inventor, by raiſing 
a mean jealouſly, even in the heart of 
the God of Harmony. 


The taſte for this divine ſeience 
was held fo much in eſtimation 
' throughout all Greece, that none but 
thoſe of the meaneſt extraction were 


| expected to be ignorant of what was 
| Ks by. heroes and capes; ' nay, 
W- Chiron 


CB] 


f Chiron began the education of the 


fierce Achillis, by ſoftening his * 
city with the power of mulic. 


From my infancy I had contracted 
a tender friendſhip for Phannis, who 
paſſed for the daughter of a private 
man of Lemnos. Nothing could 
equal the Joy of being with this dear 
neighbour. I was perpetually watching 
for her; but ſhe had a mother- in- 


law, who had powerful reaſons for 
not ſuffering her out of her ſight; ; io 


that we were obliged to content our- 
ſelves with ſimple proofs of friendſhip. 


Secret i interviews might have brought 


on ecclairciſſements, which might 


have proved prejudicial to this watch- 
„ 


. 


(6) 


ful mother-in-law, therefore ſhe never 
ſuffered Phannis out of her ſight. Dif- 


_ ficulties only raiſed our mutual de- 


fires ; but the obſtacle was invincible. 
What a number of little ſecrets had 
we to impart to each other ? How 
many doubts to ſolve? for my heart 
was at that time full of them. All 
thoſe pleaſures which prove ſo charm- 
ing to young people of our age, 
were intirely unknown to us. Each 
had attained our fifteenth year, yet 
both were unable to tell our doubts, | 
and deſires; nor even the uneaſineſs 
we reciptocally raiſed in the breaſts of 
each other. A religious ſuperſtition, 
to which I was devoted a victim, at 


laſt terminated our anxiety. 


3 


(7) 
The great . from whom 


the iſland is named, expected the an- 
nual ſacrifice of a limited number of 
young girls. Thoſe whoſe age ren- 
dered them fit to be thus devoted for 
the ſafety of their country, were ſum- 
moned by the ſound of inſtruments. 
Phannis and myſelf were both of that 
unfortunate age, and were inhumanly 
dragged to the publick place, where 
the magiſtrates were aſſembled to 
make us caſt lots. Phannis was pro- 

claimed one of the firſt victims to the 
divinity; on which I turned pale, and 
and filled the air with a thouſand 
dreadful lamentations. I was next o- 
bliged to truſt myſelf to the ſport of 
the fickle goddeſs. Alas! I no longer 

B 4 deſired 


. 
deſired” to live, when I knew Phannis 
was condemned to die. I approached 
the fatal urn, and putting in my hand, 


gave the paper I drew from it to the | 
high prieſt. It decided my fate. The 
_ unhappy Tyrteus, who attended me, 


fell in a ſwoon as ſoon as he knew the 
cruel deſtiny of his daughter ; they 
parted us, and carried him away 
breathleſs. As for me, my eyes 
were tenderly fixed on Phannis EE 


Was wholly taken up with Ber ng: 


fortunes, and the hopes of ſharing 
them, made me almoſt forget my own. 


Already the cruel miniſters of the 


goddeſs were preparing to adorn the. 


victims; 


«- 


(9) 
victims; already their heads and arms 
were ornamented with crowns, and 
garlands of flowers, and the ſacred 
flames already burnt on the holy 
altar; when ſuddenly a moſt diſmal. 
noiſe filled the very hearts of my 
murderers with horror; the earth 
groaned, rent open its bowels, and 
preſented on all ſides gulphs of burn- 
1 ing flames; the judges, the crowd, 
the executioners, nay, the very victims 
ran away; and whiliſt they avoided 
one abyſs, they fell headlong into an 
other: thick clouds of ſulphur and 
ſmoke corrupted the air, and darkened 
the face of. day. I remained- there 
claſped in the arms of Phannis, and 
Fs B 5 implored 


| ( 10 4; 
implored the aid of that favourable 
goddeſs, to whom my father had 
dedicated me. Surely Venus protected 
me; or at leaſt, if that unhoped-for 
event was not the effect of her goodneſs, 
without doubt her power aftiſted our 
flight. The ſtreaks of fire which 


glided along the air, ſeemed only 
to fall among our enemies. Phannis 


and myſelf fled by the help of their 


dull glimmerings. This miſerable 


Aland is often ſubject to theſe vol- 
canoes, bred in the cntrails of the 
earth; but nothing ever equalled 
what happened that day ; for it ſeemed 
as if they endeavoured to ee the 


- whole-iſland. *112 5:11 ai boats 
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- * 


* E 


At 
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At laſt the darkneſs was inſenſibly ; 
diſſipated; the air became pure and 
ſerene; and we had already got a 
conſiderable diſtance from that ſpot, 
| Where death, under ſuch frightful 
and varied forms, had ſtared us in the 
face. We ſaw a wood, which we 
entered with precipitation ; the fear 
of being purſued got the better of 
our weafineſs; Phannis had more 
| ſtrength and courage than me, who 
ſunk under the fatigue. We' were 
benighted in the wood, and obliged to 
reſt ume a tree during the darkneſs. | 


We were bemoaning our miſ- 
fortunes, when our ears were ſtruck 
with admirable voices. . advanced 


a few ſteps ; Phannis followed | me; 
1498 * and 


(12) 

and in a ſmall adjacent field, 1 perceiy.- 
ed ſeveral nymphs dancing by moon» 
light. They were almoſt naked ; and 
their long hair, adorned with flowers, 
flowed upon their ſhoulders. What 
_ charms! what activity but their 
diverſions appeared to be ſoon 
interrupted, by the arrival of ſome 
amorousFawns, who ſurrounded them. 
The young Dryads vainly endea- 
voured to eſcape; ſo that at laſt over- 
come by the intreaties of theſe inflamed 
Sylvans, they admitted them into their 
party. The ſongs and dances were 
again renewed, and I thou ght their 
motions became more animated and 


lively than, at firſt. A thouſand dif. 


ferent 3 ingenious poſtures gave me to 
2 ap + : F under 
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_ underſtand. the ſentiments of thebe 
hearts. The nymphs no longer really 
fled, but only feigned to do fo : The 

Fawns and Sylvans, who ſeemed to 
apprehend their meaning, let them 


get the ſtart of them, that their pur- 
ſuit might appear more eager. A 
N tender look was the reward of theſe 
wanton rices! At laſt each Fawn 
embraced his Dryad with tranſport, 
_ one carried his favourite beauty 
in his arms a few ſteps from where 
we were; and then began to over- 
power his miſtreſs with tender en- 
dearments. The many kiſſes that 
were mutually given, made me ſuſpoct 
their bliſs: but what idea could I 
ſforin e e unknown 
231591 290 9153i2s Haide 


_ ; 
OW) of 


14 1 
to me. Phannis appeared as much 
_ embarraſſed as myſelf. She tenderly 


graſped my hand, and I returned her 
careſſes in the ſame manner. I fighed, 
and ſhe ſcarce breathed : our panting | 
and fluttering hearts ſeemed to ſym- 
pathize with thoſe of the happy 
lovers. Our greedy curioſity made 
ſome involuntary; ſighs from Phannis 
reached the ears of the young Dryad, 
who caſt her eyes on our fide, and 
perceiving; the indiſcreet, witneſſes of 
ber tranſports, extricated herſelf from 
the arms of her victor, and fled. - The, 
Fawn ſurpriſed and amazed, follow ed 
her; leaving us a prey to our diſ- 
order : in a word, to all. the impulſes 
which agitated our hearts. 


We 


6230 


We had ſcarce loſt bsh of them, 
when we went and ſeated ourſelves 
on that very ſpot, which had but juſt 
before been the ſcene of their felicity. 
How happy they were | cried Phannis; 
their bliſs, had they continued here 
ach longer, would have been the 
death of me. I know not whether you 
are in the fame ſituation 1 am in, but 
I | dearly pay for the pleaſure 1 enjoyed 
in looking at them. W hat a dreadful 
fituation mine is ! I experience a new 
kind of torment. I own J underſtood 
nothing of what Phannis ſaid: but 
replied,) you ſupriſe me, my dear friend. 
For the contrary” experience a Hvely: 
and delicious ſenſation,” It is true, 


'F 


A 
boi £ a I 


0 6.) 
I have defires ; but thoſe very deſires 
rather augment than diſturb my bliſs : 
never did I find myſelf in ſuch a 
| ituation before; 2 it 1s divine. 


Fhannis continued her compleints; ; 
and I pitied her ſituation, as much as 
I was ſurpriſed at it. I could not 
imagine how the fame ſight could 
affect us both ſo differently, | I em- 
braced her, claſped her in my arms; 
but her grief ſeemed to grow the ſtrong- 
er for it. Happily her lips met mine. 
Now was the time that nature. began 
to appear : We mutually imparted a 
flame that devoured us. 1 expire, cried 
Phannis.. Alas! I was myſelf dying 
in r of delight. - eon Has 
7 Awaked 


) 
Awaked from the delightful dream 
in which our ſouls were immerſed, ; 
we looked on each other with that 
fixed attention, which ſprings from 
an agreeable ſurpriſe. Our eyes were 
very fignificant : yet, notwithſtanding, 
their expreſſive tenderneſs, we ſhould. 
ſtill have been ignorant of our fate, 


C. 


had not Phannis, (whom nature cer- 
tainly inſpired !) obeyed the impulſe 
of a curioſity, which was to decide 
our happineſs. Her trembling hand 
put aſide the veil, which covered my 
| boſom ; 3 but what was her ſurpriſe to 
find ſuch a difference between her and 
mine ? Phannis, whom the female 
attire impoſed on him by his mother, 
had hitherto kept ignorant of the 
difference 


* 
w . an & 


| (18) 
difference of our ſexes, with eagerneſs 
threw himſelf on thoſe breaſts, whoſe * 
firmneſs, and beauty, had charmed 
tim. His curioſity, which ſeemed to 
be taken up with the firſt valuable 
diſcovery, ſoon ſought new cauſes of 
wonder, Till now I had not checked 
his raſhneſs; but a ſecret modeſty 
prompted me not to ſuffer him to puſh 


| his indeſcretions any father. Stop; have 
done, cried I. what would you do? | 


His defires grew Aronger by reſiſtance, | 


and Phannis was triumphant. In 
this caſe, inſtinct is as ſure as it 1s 


quick. We no longer enjoyed | an 


imaginary pleaſure: it was now the 
pleaſure itſelf. 


The 


. - 

The Fawn, and Dryad, we had dif- 
turbed, willin g to know who we were, 
had returned ſoftly to the place, from 
whence Phannis's voice had drove 
them. The loud laughs they burſt 
into as they retired, threw us in con- 
fuſion. Was it juſt to undergo a pu- 
niſhment for an involuntary indiſ- 
cretion? This new accident occaſioned | 
Phannis to take a little reſt ; Lycoris, | 
ſaid he, it is no longer I ſpeak as a 
friend, but as a lover, own, that our 
fate is very extraordinary, though 
yeſterday condemned to a moſt cruel 
death, we have juſt experienced the 
moſt refined pleaſures. A cruel 
mother, who without doubt ſought 
my death, by bragging. me up as a 
victim 


1 5 


victim for the goddeſs, preſerved me 


even by her very cruelty for the moſt 
exalted bliſs. - I looked upon you as 
a friend, and all on a ſudden you 
became my miſtreſs, a name a thouſand 


| times dearer to my | ſoul, ſince it unites 


me to you by the tendereſt hands, 


1 e this Sachin like a 
paſſionate miſtreſs : what careſles did 
1 not beſtow on Phannis | How 
great was his gratitude Oh heavenly 
author of our felicity ! your language, 
life, and tranſports could never equal 
it. Pſyche was never half ſo happy as 
me. | 


Our pleaſures were © ſucceeded hes a 


refreſhing * Aurora diſpelled the 


ſhades 


(ar) 

| ſhades of night, and the great planet 
of the world had gilt the atmoſphere, 

when the melodious harmony of the 

feathered creation interrupted our 

repoſe. T awaked a happy miſtreſs, i 

the arms of my lover. As ſoon as he 


looked at me, his tranſports revived 
His ſoul again mixt with mine ; all 


admiring. nature might have envied 


our bliſs; for the gods only were 
capable of equalling our joy. 


Our own intereſt made us begin to 
grow a little more ſparing | of our 
mutual careſſes. Our ſouls, ifI may 


ſo expreſs it, diflolved in faintneſs, 
ſeemed as if deſirous to make their 


eſcape, Stop, dear Phannis, your 
79 Lycoris 


(62) 
AF Lycoris is ready to die for want of 
gl ſtrength ; ; ſtop, if you in the leaſt value 
herlife. Phannis unwillingly obeyed, 


although he was in as bad a ſituation 
as myſelf, tired and fatigued; we had 
ſcarce ſtrength to ſpeak ; the language 


of the eyes was our only reſource. 

How heavenly is that language, for 
two hearts united both by inclination 

| and pleaſure. 


| The neceſſity of ſupplying our other 
wants, ſoon made us ſenſible that we 

were only mere mortals, The foreſt 
| we were in, afforded us no other food 
than wild fruits. Phannis gather'd 
ſome, which he preſented me: what 


food does not become delicious, when 
offered : 


(23) 
- offered by a lover! I devoured them 
without thinking on the oddity of 
fortune, who, having juſt crowned us 
with joy equal to what the gods 
themſelves poſſeſs, reduced us, by 
_ that frugal repaſt, to the ſorrowful 


condition of the brute creation. 


Having taken a few hours repoſe, : 
nothing employed our thoughts more, 
than how to quit the place of our na- 
tivity. The ſun had run half his ca- 
reer before we perceived the ſea. We 
climbed up to the top of a craggy 
rock, which ſtood nigh. the ſhore ; 
| there we implored the gods to ſend 

us ſome deliverers. Phannis, how- 

ever, mitigated my grief by his love; 


he ſwore to me by the ſame gods we 
had juſt invoked, to be always con- 
— 4 And I made the ſame oath of 
| Kdelity. | Hortid Vows ! how { came. 
_ to prove ſo weak ? Ihe tender- 
ſs 1 * — poſſeſſed for Phan- 
n * Bade me intreat him not to diſ- 
dis ſex. I was afraid ſome ri- 


Ae —r— 32 . ³ A ² d1m A114 PP 1 


"of val might endeavour to ſhare my plea- 
fares. He conſented | to all I deman- 
ded. You will find this tender pre- 
caution was, the very cauſe of our 


_putual . 


Thetis had received new charnis 
from her lover, who was dropping i in- 
to her arms, when I perceived a ſhip 
which ſeemed ta ſail towards us. 
| 3353 What 


44 


(259) 


What could equal our joy, when we 
heard ſome of the people on board an- 
. ſwer the cries, with which we filled 
the air? A proſperous gale brought 
them pretty near us, and the boat, 
being already launched, gave us 
| hopes of eſcaping from the Lemnian 
tyranny. Juſt is we were going toem· 
bark, I caſt my eyes back on the fa- 
tal iſland. The remembrance of my 
father, the wiſe Tyrteus, alone im- 
bittered my pleaſure. The laſt time 
J faw him he was almoſt ready to die. 
This thought brought tears in my 
eyes; but to the thame of a human 
heart, ſhall I ſay, that an attachment 
the mere effect of hazard, which plea- 
ſure cauſed, and which inconſtancy 

C deſtroys; 


„ hub.) 
deſtroys; that love, when it pleaſes, 
has the power of even ſtifling the 
voice of nature, and that my lover 
comforted n me for the loſs of * fa- 
ther. 


* 


We had ſcarce got among our de- 
liverers, but we were aſked the rea- 
fon of our flight. Phannis told them 
the danger we had eſcaped the day 

before; they intereſted themſelves in 
our fate, and were rejoyced to de- 
prive a cruel goddeſs, who was un- 
known to them, of two victims. Each 
nation, and each iſland, had its dif- 
ferent gods, and worſhip; ſo that 
what was looked upon as reli gious at 


Lemnos, appeared a crime to theſe 
pirates, 


(27) 


pirates, who had taken us on board 


their ſhip. 


Two days paſſed without any diſ- 
covery of our private hiſtory. Phan- 
nis was remarkably reſerved; he 
ſcarce ever looked at me; and I 
obſerved the ſame behaviour with 
| regard to him; ſo that we were really 
looked upon as twoinnocent creatures, 


who deſerved the reſpect pad to our 
misfortunes. 


As the profeſſion of our deliverers 

from a cruel country was to ſcower 
the ſeas, we intreated to be landed 
on ſome neighbouring iſland. A fort 
of council was called on our requeſt; 


1 1 


| (a8) 

' ſome were for refuſing, and others for 
granting it; but the captain reminded 
them of the oath they had taken, at 
their departure, never to have a wo- 
man among them, to interrupt their 
reciprocal union. This argument 
prevailed, and the next day we were 
landed at Naxos, one of the principal 
iſlands of the Cyclades. Even the cap- 
tain of theſe pirates carried his gene- 
roſity ſo far, as to give us a few pieces 
of gold, for our ſubſiſtance, till the 
gods aſſiſted us to ſome way of living. 

Wonderful contradictions in the 
heart of man! the captain of theſe 
pirates ſtill talked. of the gods. He 
who, by choice, embraced a profeſ- 


fion, which flouriſhed on the ruin of 
-, 


629) 
his fellow creatures, and WhO was 

daily exaſperating thoſe very gods; 
what could he do more, had he not 
known them; but we could in grati- 
tude do nothing leſs, than return 
5 our thanks to theſe barbarians: per- 
haps we ſhould have fared worſe, 
had we fell in the hands of thoſe 


who are called men. 


When we had almoſt reached the 
gates of Naxos, I perceived an old 
man loaded with polycords, which 
be was going to ſell in the city. I 
| propoſed to give him a piece of gold 
for one of them. Lovely child, faid 
he to me, what you offer exceeds valt- 


Iy the price of the inſtrument. The 
S 


(OS) 


gods 


630) 
gods I ſerve, and whoſe bounties fa- 
vour my later years, forbid me to 
take advantage of your ignorance. 
Thoſe very gods, replied I, cannot re- 
proach you for my preſent, therefore 
pray accept it ; you may perhaps have 
occaſion for it. He was really unhap- 
py: his eyes grew moiſt with tears, 
and he told us he was father of a large 
family, for whom he could ſcarce pro- 
vide. Phannis and myſelf mingled 
our tears with thoſe ſhed by this old 
man, whom we obliged, in the name 
of Jupiter, to ſhare our ſmall treaſure; 
happy in having ſo ſoon an opportu- 
nity of enjoying the agreeable ſenſati- 


on one feels, in obliging a truly un- 


haf ſon. 
| waged per AY 


(5) 
We could not enter Naxos under 
more favourable omens. I hoped ſoon 
to raiſe my reputation, by the harp 
I had bought of the old man. 


| Phannis had the fineſt voice in the 
world, and 'promiſed to accompany 
me with his pipe. We had- ſcarce 
got to one of the town gates, when a 
woman, perceiving we were ſtrangers, 
offered us her houſe, as night was 
coming on. We accepted her offer, 
and followed her home. The mo- 
ment her huſband and children ſaw 
her come in with us, they joy fully 
embraced her, and loaded us with 
careſſes. Oh great Jupiter ! cried 
Polyenus (for that was the maſter's 
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(32) 


name) can I doubt your protection, 


| when you fo often put it in my power 
to do good ! [ 


They ſcon ſet before us a repaſt, 
ſeaſoned by neatneſs and the good- 
will of the givers. They did not 


| place their happineſs in the delicay of 
their ſood, the number of their ſer- 


vants, nor in the ſplendor of a mg 
nificent apartment. 


The father commanded in his houſe, 


with moderation, over a virtuous wife, 
and dutiful children. How came I 


not to learn by their wiſe examples! 


Oh Venus ! already your all devour- 
ing flame had crept into my foul, 


and 


C37); 
and I was doomed to be devoured by 
| Polyenus informed us we were in 
an iſland peculiarly. conſecrated to 
Bacchus: here it was, (ſaid he) that 
the unhappy Ariadne, baſely abando- 
ned by the deceitful Theſeus, devoted 
herſelf to that god, who afterwards }. 
married her. To-morrow the Dyoni- 
fian feaſts are to be celebrated. If 
you have never had any idea of theſe 
facred days, you will be ſurpriſed, at 
the holy incbriation which poſſeſſes 


the prieſts of our, god; it reſembles 

the phrenzy which ſeized thoſe at 
Thebes, who refuſed to acknowledge 
bim for the ſon of Jupiter and Semele; 
„ this 


DO : 
. * 


(34). 
this may in a manner juſtify their | 


exceſſes to you. We are not entirely 


unacquainted, replied Phannis, with 


the feaſts of Bacchus; the iſland of 


Lemnos, which gave us birth, cele- 
brates them twice a year; and I with 
to heaven, they never celebrated any 


more deteftable. 


Then he told the aſtoniſhed family 
how we had been condemned to die, 
for the ſake of fulfilling an inhuman 
ſuperſt tion, and ſhould never have 


eſcaped, had not ſome divinity pro- 


tected us. The time of reſt being 


come, they ſhewed us the room 


where we were to paſs the night. 


What could equal the tranſports of 


* 


(35). 
; Phannis, when he faw himſelf alone 
with his dear Lycoris! He made up 
for the cruel reſtraint he. was obliged 
to undergo when with the pirates. 
True love has all its gifts. Phannis 
charmed me with his diſcourſes, and 
his careſſes. Pleaſures can only be 
judged on by the degree of ſenſibility 
with which nature has favoured. us. 
| Sleep ſucceeded our voluptuouſaeſs, 
and in ſome degree diminiſhed their 
ſweets. A frightful dream ſtruck 
my foul with horror. I cannot yet 
decide, whether it moth from the 
-inquietude, or the diſpoſition of my 
ſenſes. It ſhould have nene 
| Phannis increaſing his deſires, by en- 
joyment ; ; but, on the con trary, it re- 
preſented 


% 
preſented to me all the horrors of a 
ſeparation ; ſuch as Phannis abſent, 
Phannis faithleſs, were the ſorrowful 
fruits of my imagination; ſhall I ſay 


that the gods, by a ſecret impulſe, 
forwarned me of the misfortunes that 


threatened me. 


I ITE calling aloud on Phannis. 
He heard my cries, and haſtily fling- 
ing himſelf in my arma, ſaid, what 
is the matter, dear Lycoris ? you ſigh; 
Oh heavens ! no longer kill me by 
your ſilence 4 tell me the cauſe of your 
uneaſineſs. I anſwered him, the fear 
of looſing you. Alas! 1 have juſt 


dreamt you pbandoned me at Naxos, 
and 


(37) 
and that, mad at your infidelity, I 
demanded you back both of the gods 
and men ; but they were deaf to my 


cries. Phannis was far. from me. 
This was what diſturbed my reſt, 
and this is what at preſent diſorders 
me. What! replied Phannis with 
vivacity, has a dream ſo much weight 
with you? my tenderneſs, my vows 
my tears, nay, even yours, are they not 
ſufficient to encourge you to diſregard 
airy viſions? You muſt have very lit- 
tle love for me, who can thus miſtruſt 
me. My dear, dear Lycoris, every 
thing ought to ſerve as pledges of my 
fidelity. I call to witneſs thoſe very 
gods, who ſeemed only to have fa- 


ee! 

ved us, to make us love each other. 
Do you think thoſe very gods will ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be diſa ppointed, af- 
ter having joined us, notwithſtanding 
the many difficulties they were obliged 
to ſurmount ? but above all, think 
on your bliſs, and-mine, that has join- 
ed us by an indiſſoluble band. 


I at laſt yielded to his conjectures, 
| which I took for reaſon : beſides, | 
Phannis had recourſe to an irreſiſtable 
kind of eloquence; my fears and 
doubts vaniſhed at the approach of 
pleaſure, juſt the ſame as a favourable 
wind, which inſtantaneouſly diſſipa- 
tes the clouds, and reſtores a calm in 

| the 


(39) 
the mind of the affrighted mari- 


ner, 


Again the firſt rays of the ſun be- 
gan to break through the clouds, and 
re- appear on earth, when a general ſtir 
in the houſe convinced us it was time 
to leave our bed. Scarce were we 
dreſſed, when the wiſe Polyenus en- 
tered our apartment, together with 
all his family. What careſſes, what 
profeſſions of friendſhip did they not 
beſtow on us! We then thought pro- 
per to leave our hoſpitable friends 3 
with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of gra- 
titude for the favours we had re- 


ceived from them. 


The 


(40) 

The whole city of Naxos now re- 
ſounded with the different names of 
Bacchus. Nothing was heard on all 
fides, but the ſounds of Phrygian 
flutes, and other muſical inſtruments; 


the populace began to ſing hymns, in 
praiſe of Dionyſius. Delicious wines, 
carried in precious urns, were preſen- 
ted to every one. Joy was painted 
in every countenance, and reigned in 
every heart. I was alſo deſirous of 
ſignalizing my zeal, by playing on g 
the polycord which I had bought at | 
the gates of the city. I had fearce 
drawn a few notes from the inſtru- 
ment, ere I was ſurrounded. by a 


concourſe of auditors, who applauded 


( +! ) 


common ſatisfaction: their applauſe 
Was ſoon redoubled by the melodions 
voice of Phannis, and our admirers 
became innumerable. Some perſons of 
the greateſteminence took us out of the 
increaſing throng, and conducted us 
to a ſtately palace; where, for the 
firſt time, we perceived the eſſential 
power of riches, in every thing ſuperb, 
commodious, and pompous. We 
paſſed through ſeveral magnificent 
apartments, where many ſlaves were 

in waiting, whoſe perſonage were 

graceful, and whoſe attire was rich 4 
At laſt we came to that part of the 


.- temple 
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temple where the idol was placed, to 


whom we were preſen ted. 


The ſervility of thoſe who intro- 
duced us here, appriſed us that this 
was the governor of the iſland, who 
was negligently reclined on purple 
cuthions, embroidered with gold. 
He caſt on us one of thoſe indifferent 
looks, which the great know. how to 
make uſe of ſo nobly. Young ſtran- 
gers, faid he, let us ſee what ye can 
do; perhaps I may ſettle you at Naxos, 
for IJ am the protector of ſciences. 
Muſic i is higheſt i in my eſteem, and I 
take a peculiar pleaſure in it. I am 


a virtuoſo, and your endeavours may 


Pam 


( 43) 
pleaſe. This order, given with an 
affected tone of voice, ſurpriſed me. 
I was ſo much intimidated, that I could 
hardly venture to caſt my eyes up to 
this mighty connoiſſeur : however, I 
aſſumed ſpirits a little, and played ſome 
tunes, capable of touching any ſenſible 
ſoul. I endeavoured to take notice 
what effect it had on the grave gover- 
nor; and found he was not in the 
leaſt moved; nor could Phannis, with 
all the charms of his voice, gain any 
other approbation than a few inſigni- 
ficant nods, or prove ſufficiently ca- 
pable of clearing that dull ſtate of 
5 inſenſibility, i in which all his ſenſitive 
faculties ſeemed to be immerſed. 
How . 


(44) 

How many automatons are made up 
by vanity and pride! what arts, what 
ſciences, are ſufficiently noble to com- 
mand the paſſions of the great! Could 
therefore juſtly expect, that this man, 
who was idolized by flattery, ſhould 
be actuated by the ſame ſprings which 
move others ? 


| The 6A acclamations of the 
inhabitan ts proclaimed the celebration 
of the greateſt myſteries, Every one 
haſtened to be preſent at them, except 
the governor, who remained alone 
tranquil. Doubtleſs, faid I to myſelf, 
the car of Bacchus ought not to be 
followed by ſuch ſlaves as this man 


appears to be, It is ſufficient to enjoy 
the 


(45) 

the bleflings the gods beſtow on ns; 
without being obliged to honour them 
for their bounty. How oſten in my 
life have J been obliged to make this 
reflection? Oh! immortal powers, 
are ye only the gods of thoſe, whom 
ye ſcarce condeſcend to honour with 


Four {miles ! 


Phannis and myſelf roved about the 
town, where the frantic Mænades ran 
up and down, loudly calling on the 
god with whom they were poſſeſſed. 
Here the inhabitants were crowned 
with vine leaves, and branches of ivy ; 
ſome of whom repreſented tlie good 


old man Sylenus, others, Fawns | 


and 


( 46.) 
and Sylvans ; they furiouſly ſhook 


their tyrſis, and made the air reſound 
with their horns and ſiſtrums. There 
unclean animals, _ crowned with 
flowers, tamely preſented their necks 
to the murdering ſteel of the facrificer : 
here again men and women were 
ſeen dancing, overpowered with' wine 
that had been given them in profuſion, 
and occaſioned ſuch attitudes as were 
inconſiſtent with modeſty. Night ſeem- 
ed only to increaſe the religious extra- 
vagance of this diſorderly people. The 
Bacchanalians became more furious, 
indabandoned themſelves to the great- 
eſt exceſſes. Several womenendeavoured 
to imitate the prieſteſſes, by cloathing 
their bodies with the ſpotted ſkins of 
1 fad 


(C4) 

ſtags, and covering their heads with 
live ſerpents. The divine Bacchus 
ſignified his approbation of their zeal 
by prodigies. The fountains, which 
played in the center of the town, were 
ſuddenly changed to rivulets of wine "Y 
their tyrſes ſprouted out new branches 

in the hands of thoſe who ſhook them, 
and dropped honey in abundance: then 
nothing was to be heard but the in- 
ceſſant repetition of %, Bane,” Ts 
Bau e. 20 > hobiools 


Soon after, the torches and flam- 
beaus, which illuminated the town, 
were extinguiſhed, and the goddeſs of 
darkneſs ſpread her thick veil over this 
riotous multitude, who then aban- 
doned 


\ 


(48) 

doned themſelves to the moſt incralt ate 

| acts. The tyrſes and inſtruments 
were all thrown afide. Fervent ſighs, 
the tender and faithful interpreters 
of the moſt exquiſite pleaſures ſucceed- 
ed the ſacred hymns. No diſtinction 
was kept between huſbands and wives; 
all was unbounded freedom. Vanity 
envy, and diſtruſt, the principal diſ- 
turbers df mankind, were baniſhed 
every breaft, and chance or proximity 
decided every one's choice. Phannis, 
apprehenſive that violence might 

| ſeduce my affection, ſoon- drew me 
from ſo charming a licht, and preci- 
pitately reconducted me back to the 
governor's palace. Orders were iſſued 

- $8621 18 that 


(49) 
that we ſhould be decently accom- 
modated, and the ſlaves of this noble 
judge of arts haftened to ſerve us up 
an elegant ſupper 3 after which | we 
were ſhewn to a magnificent apart- 
ment, where we locked ourſelves in 
till morning. T omit - mentioning 
what paſſed in the night with Phannis; 
for though it might have been ex- 
pected, that the wantonneſs of the 
inabitants of Naxos would have fired 
his imagination, he was, however, 0- 
bliged to confeſs, that the pleaſures of 
love are ſubject to ſurpriſing alterations. 
1 cannot recollect, whether, in the 
ſurprize in which I was thrown by 

his inability or indolence, 1 did not 
D . with 


( 59) 
with to have participated ſome of 
thoſe enjoyments I had ſeen ; ſleep 
ſoon ſeized on my debilitated lover: 
I was piqued, yet my love for him 
was not diminiſhed, however my 
deſires were prevalent. It was then 
T found out a way of eaſing my tor- 
ment ; the divinity of Gnidus certainly 
inſpired me with the means of enjoy- 
ing thy delights, without the help of 


Phannis. 


5, Der firſt care was immediately to 
| return thanks to our auguſt patron, 
whoſe court was already very brilliant; 
he negligently imbibed the incenſe of 


flattery, which was offered to him ; 
| our 
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our appearance gave a new turn to the 


converſation. The principal wit of 
the ring took upon him to banter us 
on the danger we had been expoſed to 
the day before; he could not do this 


without being i in ſome degree diſre- 
pectful to the god, in whoſe honour 


the feaſts had been celebrated f but 


his irreligious digreſſions were over 


looked, in favour of the wit with 


which his ſpeeches abounded. 


This troubleſome ſcene happily 
ended by the fatigue of its chief actor. 
Wit has its limits, and when once 
we have paſſed the fixed point, we 
muſt infallibly err. Our jeſter had 

EAN RES reached 


| 
| 


(52) 


reached that point; his eloquence 
then appeared nothing more than 


froth, his vivacity, heed!lefneſs; and 
his gaiety extravagance, This is the 


common fate of talkative people, 


whoſe converſation may amuſe at firſt, 


but will always diſpleaſe at laſt. We 


were therefore obliged to have recourſe 


to our little ſcience, to clear up that 


cloud of wearinefs, which began to 
creep upon this illuſtrious afſembly ; 
and I may fay without vanity, that 


our endeavours on this occaſion had 


their deſired effect. 


* 


The feaſts of Bacchus never finiſhed 
without the exhibition of ſome dra- 


5 atic 


A 
matic performance; and we were 
informed, that this was the day 
appointed for the diſtribution of the 
different prizes to thoſe authors, whoſe 
works were crowned by the ſuffrages 
of the people. Phannis haſtened with 
me to be ſpectators f theſe literary 
contentions, which had procured 
| Greece thoſe maſter-pieces of genius, 
that muſt be admired by the moſt 
diſtant ages. Sophocles and Euripides 
lived only in their works, and their 
ſucceſſors rendered their memory ſtill 


more dear, by the ſmall number of 


. thoſe whom true taſte had not aban- 
doned. ö 


D 3 7 The- | 


1 

The pieces that gained the prizes 
were full of ſmart witticiſms but 
unnatural and injudiciouſſy placed: 
ſophiſtry aſſumed the ſeat of reaſon, 
and wit that of ſenſe. The taſte of 
the inhabitants was ſo far depraved, 
that they extolled theſe dramatic mon- 
ſters, and ſet them in competition 
with the moſt illuſtrious pieces; but 
how great was the difference ! Never- 
theleſs the honours paid, and prizes 
conferred, were the ſame. How 
happy were theſe people to be born 
in ſuch an ignorant age, when the 
moſt trifling authors were honoured 
with the ſame reſpect that had been 
juſtly paid to their glorious prede- 
8 5 ceſſors ? 


. 
ceſſors! Taſte for learning decreaſes, 


and decays ; but it is never intirely 
Joſt. Heaven in all times bleſſes 
_ mankind with writers worthy of ſome 
praiſe, and with men of generous ſen- 
timents, whoſe patronage 18 extended 


to the very reputation of ſtudy. A 


digreſſion of this kind will ſeem leſs 


ſurpriſing from me, if it is remember- 
ed, that Tyrteus had ſpared no pains 
for my education, and had infuſed in 
my foul a part of that taſte, which 
his own fo abundantly poſſeſſed. 


When the plays were finiſhed, 
every one returned home, more or leſs 


| fatisfied according to their under- 
1 ſtandings. 


(56) 
ſtandings, As for my part, I pitied 
them for entertaining ſo good an opi- 


nion of theſe authors. Each particular 
perſon appeared to me an imaginary 
rich man, who was counting riches he 
poſſeſſed only in idea. As for Phannis, 


he approved every thing he had heard, 
and murmured at my criticiſms. 
What ſignifies it, ſaid he, to quarrel 
with people, whoſe whole ſtudy is to 
give. us pleaſure ? I know nothing | 
Fo of your Euripides, whom you ſo much 
extol ; but I know that theſe honeſt 
people, who compoſed the pieces we 
have juſt ſeen, deſervedly poſſeſs the 
2 that were beſtowed on 
them. Relieve: me, the public 1s no 
fool; 


. 

fool; it is contented, it muſt ſurely 
have its reaſons for being fo, and that 
is ſufficient for me. The ſerious air 
with which he told me all theſe trifles, 
made me burſt into a fit of laughter. 
Believe me, Phannis, ſaid I, you know 
how to love; let us be contented with 
that good qualification, and not, for 
indifferent matters, interrupt that 
good intelligence which forms our 
happineſs. We were expected by a 
numerous aſſembly at the governor's 
palace ; as ſoon as they ſaw us, we 
received a thouſand marks of their 

friendſhip; none could ſuſpect that 


Phannis was of a ſex contrary to mine, 


he need ſo well: in women's cloaths. s 7 
D 5 15 Under 
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658) 
Under this diſguiſe a thouſand fine 
compliments and gallant offers were 
paid him, which he rejected with the 
moſt becoming dignity, and ſecretly 
laughed at his diſguiſe; alas! it was 


ſoon to cauſe terrible alarms. They 


ſupped, and muſic and dancing ſuc- 


ceeded the magnificent repaſt at which 
we were preſent, The very governor 


became more tender and human than 
he was accuſtomed to be, during the | 
reſt of the day, and demeaned himſelf 


even ſo for as to enter into a conver- 
ſation with me, nay more, to make 
love to me. I faw his pride diminiſh, 


when he made me a declaration of 


huis paſſion; he not only put me on a 


level 


1 
level with himſelf, but even made 
me the arbitrator of his fate. What ; | 


a triumph for a woman! How is it 
then poſſible for our ſex, when po 
ſeſſed of ſuch an advantage, .to guard 
itſelf againſt a vanity, which is autho- 
rized by the ſubmiſſipn of thoſe. very 

people, who _ in our way? 
I played the part of an innocent 
creature extraordinarily well: every 


thing he ſaid, ſeemed to ſurpriſe me; 


] was even ſo happy as to bluſh, not- 
: withſtanding my diffimulation. I 
don't know whether artful women 
have not a power of commanding 2 
| thoſe modeſt Tooks, which fo eaſily 
enſnare men; my new admirer could 2 
not reſiſt them. His proteſtations _ 


grew 


(6600 
grew warmer and warmer, and very 
little more was wanting to ſee him 
at my feet. 


One of our gueſts at firſt acted the 
ſame part to Phannis, as the grave 
governor did to me; but certainly 
his defires were ſtronger. Phannis, 
who had a mind to divert himſelf 
with his fooliſh paſſion, ſuffered him- 
felf to be led into another apartment 
of the palace. I grew uneaſy at not 
ſeeing him return; I diflembled for 
ſome time, but Phannis did not ap- 
pear, and my heart beat an alarm, 
My uneaſineſs was taken notice of by 
the governor. What is the matter, 
Lycoris ? faid a he, you ſeem exceſſively 


7 moved 


- a 
friend, replied I. Long fince the 
diſappeared, I fear... .Take courage, 
my dear creature, ſaid he, you ſhall, 
ſoon ſee her again, and he immediately 
gave orders for me to be relieved of 
my anxiety. All the palace was 
| ſearched, but in vain ; Phannis was 
loſt to me. I had ſcarce learnt this 
news, ere I fell into a ſwoon. I was 
not even ſenſible of the endeavours 
that were taken to free me from this 
ſtate ofabjection, and daybegan tobreak, 
when opening my eyes, I found my- 
ſelf, without knowing how, in the very 
apartment I formerly inhabited with 
Phannis. I was ſurrounded with faves, 
who were eager to ſerve me. Phannis 
| was 


was the only name I pronounced; = 


torrent of tears overflowed my eyes; 
all the news they brought me only 
redoubled my grief. The governor 
had cauſed fruitleſs enquiries to be 
made; nothing more could be found 
out, except that two ſhips had ſailed 
in the middle of the night. I no 
longer doubted, but ſome cruel raviſher 
had ran away with my lover. Op- 

| preſſed with -grief, and melting in 

| : tears, I recalled the cruel dream I had 
two days before. It is over, cried I, 

no more ſhall I ſee you, the eruel gods 

were reſolved to ſeparate us. 


Vain were the endeavours of thoſe, 
who were ordered to prevent my flight 
; =  * 


vr 


5 

8 from the palace, where e they wanted 
to detain me againſt my will, I flew 
to the ſea-ſhore; my eyes over-ran 
the vaſt extent, as far as they could 


reach ; but the winds, which proved 
| favourable to the raviſher of Phannis, - 
had already carried the veſſel a great 
way off. A thouſand times I was 
going to plunge myſelf into the ſea; 
and a thouſand times the hopes of 
ſeeing Phannis again kept me back, 3 
when on the brink of the precipice. 
1 was ſenſible of his innocence, and 
was ſure it was only violence could 
have forced him from me. Oh Nep- 
tune ! cried I, (embracing the ſhore) 
Oh mighty god of this vaſt empire: 
who gave birth to the charming Pa- 
. = Bp. r 
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_ whereI ſtood; I thought my life was 


(64) 


| phian queen, have pity on a lover di- 


vided from the adored object: re- 
unite, if poſſible, two hearts, formed 


for one another; but, above all, ha- 
ſten my departure from this fatal 


iland, and thou, O Venus, join with 


me in my prayer. Can any god re- 


fuſe what all that is lovely and beau- 
tious demands 1 1 Was uttering theſe 
laſt words, when a monſtrous dol- 
phin cameand {ported juſt at my feet. 


I knew not what to judge of his fre- 


quently preſenting me his back, which 


he raiſed a good way upon the water. 


At laſt, this ſea monſter, daſhing the 
ſurrounding waves with his ſides and 


tail, ſoon overflowed the beach 


dat 
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at an end, finding thoſe waves drag 
me with impetuoſity to that immen- 
ſity which was allotted them. I cried 
out, adieu, Phannis! I die adoring 
f you however, the ſea monſter, whoſe 
motions had cauſed the inundation, 
which I was afraid -would fink me, 
flipt under me. TI laid faſt hold on 
him; he kept me up; and turning 
from the iſland I hated, quickly made 
me loſe fight of it. I doubted not 

but I was protected by the god I had 
invoked. It is him, it is Neptune, 
ſaid I to myſelf, who intends to ac- 
compliſh my deſires ; certainly I am 
going to be carried near the ſhip my 
lover is in. The celerity with which 
the charitable dolphin cut the waters, 


* 


£ 


Iy kept up by the wreck of ſome ſhip, 
which had been caſt away. They ap- 
5 proach, ſpread forth their arms, and 
| immediately the dol phin diſappeared. 
I entered the ſhip with that precipita- | 
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made me expect to diſcover what my 
eyes ſcarched for in vain. Neptune had 


only heard half my prayer, I was 


far from Naxos, but farther {till from 
Phannis. Whilſt I was agitated by 


a thouſand reflections I made on my 


adyenture, and the hopes of ſoon em- 
bracing Phannis, I perceived a veſſel, 
which the winds happily conducted 
our way. The mariners came nigh 
enough to ſee me, and 1 obſerved the 
boat launched out to come to my af- 


ſiſtance; for they imagined I was on- 


tion 
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tion with which I was inſpired by tha 
confidence of findin g my young 

lover; every one haſtened to queſtion 
me about the accident which had ex- 
poſed me to the horrors of death. 1 
made no reply, and my eyes every 
where ſought what they looked for in 
vain. I ran over all the ſhip; I knew no 
body; I could neither find Phannis, 

nor his cruel raviſner. At laſt, fruf- 
trated of hope, I began to Weep a- 
new. I am ſurrounded, examined, 
but nothing could be made of my 
8 behaviour. As yet, I had not retur- 
ned thanks to thoſe humane perſons 
who had taken me up. My grief 
inſenſible increaſed; my voice failed 
me ; my eyes grew dimmer and dim- 
mer: 


(68) 
mer; my ſtrength entirely left me; 
and I fell into a faintneſs, which 
very much reſembled death. The 
afliſtance that was given me, how- 
ever, ſoon brought me to myſelf, and 
fill my half-opening eyes ſearched for 
Phannis. The captain of the ſhip, 
touched with my ſituation, deſired 
me to inform him of the ſubje& of my 
grief. I complied with his requeſt, and 
with a flood of tears, gave him a re- 
| lation of my unhappy adventure at 
Naxos. He pitied me, and per- 
ſuaded me not to deſpair of one time 
being reſtored to the object of my de- 
fires. Let us be ever ſo unhappy, 
ſtill we greedily * hold on the moſt 
deluſive 


% 


(69) „ 
deluſive phantom which offers. Full 
of a blind belief, we imagine that 
every thin g ought to ſecond our wiſhes, 


and in the midſt of the moſt dreadful E 
tempeſt, we ſtill have a glimpſe of 
the harbour. I myſelf experienced 


this; foothed by the captains, 
diſcourſes, T looked upon my bliſs on- 
ly to be put off for a while. 


The ſhip ſteered for Corinth, where 


the captain's affairs required his pre- 


ſence for ſome months; and we 


happily arrived ſafe in port, though 
the harbour of that illuſtrious city has 
frequently proved fatal to travellers. | 


/ 


On 


- 
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On my arrival at this great city, 

fituated between the arms of two ſeas, 
what was my ſurpriſe, -when I found 
that the captain, who till now had 
appeared ſo generous, declared me to 
be his ſlave, and that he intended to 
diſpoſe of me as he thought proper. 
I followed him trembling, and it 
was not long before I was convinced 
of the baſeneſs of his ſoul. At Corinth 
there was a temple dedicated to Venus, 
in which the magiſtrates took care to 
maintain above a thouſand young 
girls, „ who, for a ſtipulated ſum, 
which was to be appropriated to the 
_ treaſures of that goddeſs, conferred 
their favours indifferently on citizens 


and aliens. I dont, imagine that theſe 


men, 
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men, appointed for the maintenance 
of this ſingular ſort of worſhip, 
thought they much honoured the god- 
deſs by permitting this public proſti- 
tution, and till leſs that they ſhould 
Induce her to beſtow her protection 
on their country by theſe means. 
This temple had been erected, and 
this cuſtom eſtabliſhed, in the darker 
ages of ſuperſtition ; for they believed 
formerly, that the prayers of the cour- 
tezans had greatly contributed to the 
ſafety of Greece, when it was invaded 
by Xerxes. This was ſufficient to 
make the people think on ſuch a 
proof of their gratitude as I have juſt 
now mentioned; it was ſtill kept up 
at 


„„ 

at my arrival; but the ſpirit of religion, 
which had given it birth, gave way 
to political reaſons, ſo that this cuſtom 
was now looked upon as very impor- 
tant for the benefit of the town. In- 
deed the conveniency of finding the 
meſt amiable girls at command, for 
a limited fam, attracted a vaſt con- 
courſe of ſtrangers to Corinth, where 
they leſt their riches. By this means, 
Corinth became one of the moſt pow- 
erful cities in the univerſe. Thus 
a crafty policy perpetuates cuſtoms, 
which are feigned holy, and which 
it would undoubtedly deſtroy, was 


tit not to find out the means of ma- 


Ving them both uſeful and neceſſary. | 
To, | The 


| (239 
The magiſtrates frequently bought 
young ſtrangers to make up the num- 
ber of the thouſand prieſteſſes devoted 
to Venus. It was for this illuſtrious 
- employ that the captain of the ſhip, 
without my knowledge, had deſtined 
me. In one day 1 Was ſold, and 


delivered to thoſe who were to diſpoſe 
of me. I was conducted to the reſi- 


dence of my deſtined companions, 


who, in a few words, made me under- ; 


ſtand the gravity of my office, and 


adviſed me to prepare myſelf even 


that very night for the excerciſe of it. 
The vexation with which I was 
ſuddenly oppreſſed is not to be dis 
cribed or conceived: we were all 


E ceurefully 


* 
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carefully guarded in the midſt of the 
temple; ſo that it was impoſſible to 


eſcape. A thouſand reflections at once 


overwhelmed my mind. 1 found 


myſelf obliged to violate my fidelity, 


which very idea terrified me. How 
dear the firſt ſtep to perjury proves 


6] to a ſincere heart! 1 ſtill efteemed 


thoſe vows made to the perſons we 


| love, as ſacred bands which death a- 


lone had the power of breaking, g. Such 


_ vere the reflections I was making, : 


when a voluptuous Sicilian came and 


threw himſelf in my arms. Is it you, 


my dear girl, faid he, who is appointed 


for me ? come then, and ſatisfy the 


defires of one of the moſt amorous 
2 * a 
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men in the world. He then enbesser . 


me, and prefiing me in his arms, car- 
ried me to a bed of flowers,” which 
was pretty nigh us. ©" T\endeavoured 

to refiſt his ardour; he at firſt ſceined 
ſurpriſed ; he ſtopped a moment; then 


looking at me with attention, ex 
claimed, How lovely ſhe is Iſtill purſu- 
ing his raſh attempts. Finding 1 my- 
ſelf unable to oppoſe this vigorous : 
Sicilian,” 1 had recourſe to "cries. | 
Some of che ſeniors of this famous 
academy, into which I was initiated, | 
came to us; but far from reſtuing 
me, they looked 1 upon my keſiſtande 
as a crime, and did n not blaſt to dend 
this violent ſtranger their alfiſtance! | 
| E 2 One 
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8 one victory! could not ſatisfy this 
* Sicilian, who was one of thoſe famous 
_ conquerors, to whom the firſt attack 
gave new ſtrength; and ſtill affiſted 


5 by my elderly aſſociates, he renewed 


the combat five times, and came off 
vir : at laſt. 7 105 
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T0 what trials was not my. love 


A during this firſt night! The 
Sicilian was ſucceeded by a ſecond 


E- | lover, who was followed by a third. 
It is true, the two laſt were Tyrians 


by birth, who were more effeminate, 
and ſhewed leſs courage than their 
predeceſſor; ; but they were equally as 
1 - hn with x regard to the fidelity 


N 
I had vowed to Phannis. My ſenſes 
were delighted, againſt my will, by a 
thouſand ingenious delicacies, the fruit 
of the moſt refined voluptuouſneſs, 
and of which theſe Tyrians were man | 
ſters. Ion, I betrayed Phannis more | 
than once; but the more I reflect on 
my involuntary weakneſs, the more 
I am in doubt, whether Lought-in 
reality to reproach myſelf with i it. At | 
| laſt, confirmed by my ſenſuality, my 
heart made remonſtrances in vain. 
Pleaſure triumphed over. every thing, 
and nothing 1 was left me but the chi- 
merical reſource of imagining I only 
yielded to. Phannis. This was the 
life 1 led almoſt for a year in the tem- 5 
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8 mY of my protectrix, always regreting 
tha loſs of my lover; I was alternately 
faithleſs and conſtant: in a word, 

Phannis only poſſeſſed the more noble 

part of me. F own, that a thouſand 


times I wiſhed to be able to forget 
kim on account of the uncertainty I 
was im ef over feeing him again; yet 
ſometi mes aſhamed of having beſtow- 


| ed (though againſt my will) that hap- 
pine! on a thouſand, which only 
belenged to him, His ings with always 


prefent to my mind, and was a diſguſt 


Which greatly diminiſhed the rear 
bleffings of my firuation. Perhaps, 
ia r to myſẽ elf, he has forgot me, 
| and, even ſhould If ftlſr prove dear to his 


; „ ſoul, 


Ts 5 
ſoul, am T at preſent worthy of him 


Oh Venus ! whoſe prieſteſs I at pre- 
ſent am, either eaſe my tortured mind, 
and reſtore Lycoris to her lover; or 


make her tear from her heart the 


fatal remembrance which imbitters 
her joys. 


One of my companions, to whom 


I diſcloſed: my hidden ſorrow, after 


having tried all poſſible ways to make 


me forget him, adviſed me to have 


recourſe to the ſoverei gu remedy. 


You have a. liberty, faid ſhe, to leave 1 
the temple of Venus; we are only ob- 
liged to rem ain a year; and, if you 
ſee ſome of our companions here of 
E 15 9 an 
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an advanced age, be preſuaded che 


pleaſures they enjoy edi in their youn ger 
days made them remain, and they 


know, that, let them be ever fo old, 


— 


they never ſhall want any thing. 
Addreſs yourſelf to our reverend 
mother; it is ſhe who is to open you 
the doors; inſtead of the white robes 
vou now wear, ſhe will give you what 


cloaths you like beſt; and a ſum of 


money is alſo appointed for your uſe. 
Repair tothe promontory of Leucadia, 
there your unhappy love will have an 
end. Immortal Sapho found there 
that peace of mind, which ſhe fo long 
fought after ſhe forgot Phaon. Even 
Ted, that holy goddeſs to whom we 


. „ | * 
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daily ſacrifice, wasconduRedby Apollo 
to this promontory, that ſhe. might 
expel from her memory the loſs of 
Adonis. Go, my dear, fly. to that 
auſpicious place, and afterwards put 
yourſelf in a capacity of enjoying Me 
etz of pleaſure, W 
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* thanked, this, tender end as 
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her good, advice, andi ſoon reſolved 
to undertake this voyage. All. the 
had told me Was. ſtrictly true; but 
ſhe omitted one very. effential circum-, 
ſtance, which mi ight. have prevented 
my arriyal at that famous illand. 
Leucadis, which v. : .formerly.a | 


2 


peninſula, Was made an iſland by the 
E 5 r 
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108704 the Corinthians, who had ſent 


colonies on that coaſt. On the top 


of the promontory of this iſland, Was 
A temple dedicated to Apollo, for ex- 
tinguifhing the flames cauſed by an 


inauſpicious ove 2 thoſe Who: came 


here on that account, were obliged 
to throw themſelves into the ſea from 


the top of this promontory, from 


whence the fall b was terrible. Alx 


pofſible precautions were taken for the 
preſervation of the adventurers, by 
wering them, who were incl ined to 


take the leap, with feathers, and by 


faſtening mary birds to them, to bal 
Knee, in fome degree, the rapidity of 
the fall, le by waiting for them 


4 I "i 1 * FI at 
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at the bottom of the precipice on boats 
ranged in a circle ; but ſtill it frequentix 
happened they loſt their lives, or diſ- 
_ figured thernſelves in aterrible manner. 

Although this place was called the 
Lovers LEAP, it was made uſe of | 
on many other occaſions. It was a 
remedy for all violent paſſions; nay, 
it ſometimes even ſerved aca diverſion „ 
for ſome people threw themſelves 
down, with no other view than gain⸗- 
ing a ſum of money, which they had 
wagered on the leap. At my arrival, 
I ſaw one of theſe mad people, who, 
came off pretty well. This contributed 


to hearten me againſt. the dangers. of 


684) 
fo violent a remedy ; and I was de- 
termined to make the trial next day. 
The appointed hour ſtruck ; already 
the feathers and the birds, with which 
I'was' to be covered, were preparing. 
Still wavering, and full of fear, I en- 
tered the temple of Apollo, to im plore 
his divine affiſtance in the danger to 
Which I was going to expoſe myſelf. 
But what was my ſurpriſe, O gods 
the high prieſt was at the altar, con- 
ſulting the beating entrails of the 
ftaughtered victim. Accidentally I 
| caſt my eyes on one of thoſe who 
accompanied the ſacrificer (even after 
| thirty years this circumſtance moves 
me 5 


. 
me I) he who held in his hand he hat- 
chet ſmoking with the blood of the 


himſelf! I trembled and ſhuddered at 
the fight. However, a reſpect for 


I retired out of the temple; ang 
declared I had altered my mind. The 
aſſembled populace, leſs for my ſake 
than their own curioſity, murmured 
at my fear, and diſperſed. As for me, | 
I returned to the temple, and made | 
a vow not to quit it without Phannis. | 
The ſacrifice was over, and I found! | 
myſelf alone, nigh the altar which I 
had approached, when Phannis; whoſe 
"1s EM" aft duty 


emotions with which I was agitateds- 


480 
daty obliged him to ſhut the door of 
the temple, came up, and deſired me 
o depart. Go on, Barbarian I cried 
L after having forgot Lycoris, nothing 
now remains but to drive her from 
thoſe places, Where her love for you 
made her remain. At theſe. words, 
he looked upon me, and retired a few 
Reps  affrighted: Heavens! what 
have Edone! Lycoris in theſe places 
Lyeoris {till in love with mel and 
Lhave juſt bound myſelf with dreadful. 
vows. And thou, O Father of Light! 
| thou;. OiPhcebus ! to whoſe” altars E 
lave juſt devoted myſelf, can you, if 
you are acquainted with my feſt vows, 
_ reproach; „ thoſe which: 


wud © an 
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an imprudent heat nas now made me 
take ? What! Phannis, replied I; then 


you will not abandon your lover? F 


abandon her; aid he; claſping me in 


his arms, I am refolved to do every 


thing for her fake. I ought to keep 


my firſt engagements. Cupid muſt 
juſtify me to Apollo, whom Fam going 


 afyhumwith the cloaths Thave « on? how 
can! follow you, without being detected 


s a deſerter from this temple ? Then 
immediately recollecting he could 


find common cloaths in a magazine 


3 ſtored with them, he haſtily left me, 


ant returned ſuch as I had never ſeen 


him before, I mean, one of the prettieſt 


„„ fellows 


to leave: yes, my ever dear Lycoris, I 
am free; but how can I leave this holy f 
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fellows. in all Greece : 2 I found him 


greatly improved. Let us fly, faid 


he, let us fly as quick as we can, 
Lycoris; we may be diſcovered, and 


then my ruin is inevitable: a fright- 


ful priſon would be allotted me for 
he remainder of my life. We 
immediately abandoned the temple, 
and ran towards one of the harbours 
of t the- iſland, where. we found. a ſhip 
ready to ſet ſail. I offered the pilot 


a fi ſum of money. for our Paſſage, and 


that ſame night, the ind favouring 


us, we ſtood i in for Megara, a famous 
city of Attica, where we ſoon ar- 
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The difficulty of Wear alone in { the 


veſſel, made us defer the pleaſure of 
giving an account of our mutual ad- 
ventures till our arrival at Megara. The 


love we imagined we felt for each 


other, was our topic of diſcourſe dutin 8 


the voyage. A word, nay, a caſt of the 
eye, gave us to underſtand a thouſand 
charming things. At laſt we arrived, 

and as ſoon as we were ſettled, my 


lover yielded to the curioſity I expreſ- 
ſed of being informed, by what train 
of adventures he had embraced the 
profeſſion I found him in at t Lencadia; 


I am no longer - tia Phannis, 
faid he to me; my cruel mother gave 


me 


— 
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me that name, when. ſhe brought me 
up like a girl, at Lemnos, and I kept 


It as long as I appeared one of your 
ſex ; but at preſent it is changed to 


that of Philogunis. I will paſs over 
to the relation of my adventures, and 


be aſſured I will relate every thing 
with the utmoſt ſincerity, which you 


N will perceive to my ſhame, ſince a 
part of my hiſtory will cover me with 
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PHILOGUNTS. 


0 are well — 755 

that one of the gueſts, when we 
were with the governor | of Naxos, 
made ſome propoſals of love to me af- 
ter ſupper. I took ĩt into my head 
to divert myſelf at thæexpence of this 
original. I anſwered his impertinenca 
pretty well; our eonverſation was en. 
Hvened, till he became even impudent; 
L eſcaped from him by running into 


a ag, roomy; where I imme- 
an. 5 


wy. 

diately fell into a hearty fit of Iaugh- 
ter. He purſued me, and the good 
humour he perceived I was in, by 
my fits of merriment, ſtill increaſed 
his folly, and temerity. From thence 
he proceeded to a freſh attack, which 
I repulſed with great briſkneſs ; then 
changing my tone of voice, I well 
remembered. to have aſſumed 7 an air 
ef decency, // and modeſty, which 
ſtruck him. However, the 4 poiſon 
had operated too powerfully: in his 
heart. He renewed the attack like 
one reſolved to conquer, nay, I be- 
lieve he took alb the gods to witneſs 
| 2 violence he was going to offer 


He affrighted me, n ps 
ted 


e 
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ted having carried the joke ſo far; 1 
endeavoured to regain the room, 
where I left you. with the inſipid go- 
vernor. He oppoſed my paſſage, and 


forced me to the door ofa room, which 


led to the ſtreet. Scarce had my feet 
touched it, than he forcibly laid hold 


on me, and carried me a little way 
off; where he met with ſome ſailors, 
whom he truſted with his prey. Go, 
ſaid he, to theſe wretches, carry this 
young creature to my ſhip; I ſhall 
be ſoon after you : let them prepare 
to fail in a quarter of an hour. Thus 
1 found myſelf in the hands of a cou- 
ple of villains, who gagged me, and 
at their arrival immediately confined 
me 


3 ( 94 ) 
me below deck, that my cries might 


not be heard. The captain ſoon came; 
we ſet fail, and I perceived by the 


motions of the ſhip, that I was ſepa- 


rated from you, by this cruel man. 
It would be in vain to endeavour to 
deſcribe the exceſs of grief I labour d 
under, vainly 1 fighed and groaned; 
the wind favoured his crimes, and I 


Was obliged to diſpair of ever ſeeing 


|} When my raviſher found. we were 
pretty far from land, he made me 
Rand up into his cabin. Had not 
my grief been as great as it really was, 
1 d have undoubtedly . 


to 
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tohave ſeen him fall at my feet, like an 
abject flave ; and in this poſture, pour 
out a heap of nonſenſe, to which 1 


made no other anſwer, than by the x 
ſtron geſt inve&ives. Wretch cried : 


1 you have vowed my « death ? there- Th ö 


fore anticipate my own rage, by tri i- 
king this dagger to my heart. Infa- | 
mous raviſher! are not you aſhamed 
of perpetrating an unneceſſary crime? 
| your cruelty has juſt ſeperated two 
hearts joined by the tendereſt love. I 1 

loyed; inhuman wretch, and was a- 
gain beloved. Cannot you diſcover a 
lover by his rage? I perceived he was 


ſurpriſed and confuſed at this diſ- 


courſe. What ; faid *. under that 
garment 


2 * 
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garment is hid? ———— A lover, 
cried I, you have wa Ty Ba the brink 
of deſpair. By his embarraſſed looks, 
I perceived, he ſtill doubted the vera- 
city of wy declaration. Blinded by 
bis deſires, he ſtared at me, conſidered 
me from head to foot, and laſtly, 
being willing to clear his doubts, he 
reſolved to diſcover the truth by a 
more farious examination. He ſaw, 
and his conviction made him burſt 
into a fit of laughter, which redoubled 
my indignation. 1 perceive, ſaid he 
with a ſneer, that I have been miſta- 
ken ; but you ought not to blame me 
fo much for a fault of which you was 


the chief inftrument, by this diſguiſe, 


under 


LE 
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under which it is impoſſible to know! 


you. However, comfort yourſelf, 


my dear, I promiſe to ſend you back 
to Naxos, and will put you on board 
the firſt veſſel that ſteers that way. 
But I beg you would lay aſide that 
maſquerade dreſs, which may again 
expole you to ſome unlucky accident 
I ſhould have ſome cloaths by- me; 
which perhaps may. fit you; make 
no 20 STO alt put them on. 0 


* 


Hig procaiſe of FRO me ho to 
| * by the firſt opportunity, calm- 
ed my impetuoſity; ; and I grateful+ 
Ip accepted: the offer he generouſly 
made. I was ſoon en much in 


0 
the fame manner I am at preſent, and 
was rejfoiced to fee myſelf in the dreſs 
of a ſex I was deſtined never to have 
| known, if the ſacrifice had been per- 


Nun to 2 were the een 
victims. enen 


” 


The pilot was acquainted with he 
- captain's deſign of ſending me back | 
to Naxos by the firſt opportunity q and 

gave a chear to acquaint us, he per- 

ceived a gally, with thirty benches of 

oars, which failed towards that illanxc. 
We made ſignais, as don as we were . 
near enough to be feen, My raviſher = 
bk intimated his deſign, and I left him 
| loaded with the preſents he forced 1 up- 


on 


2 


% 
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on me, as a proof of his repentance, 
which had been ſo detrimental to my 
peace. I arrived at Naxos, full Gf 
the hopes of finding you chere: but 
what could equal my grief, when 1 
heard you had eſraped from the go- 
vernor's houſe the day befbre, d 
that gaining the ſea thore, You had. 
in all likelihood, thrown yourſelf'i into | 
the waves, ſinoe you had not been 
afterwards ſeen; and that no ſhip 
had ſailed ſince a 
which had caried me off. op 


This fatal) account was „ane to 
me as a ſtranger, who is immediately 
* acquainted with the news of 
F ER the © 
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the country in which he arrives; fo 
chat I diſſembled the ſhare I had in it; 

Vet I could not conceive your love 
for me, had been the cauſe of your 
putting an end to your life, and I was 

| in-hopes, that by ſearching the whole 
| iſland, I ſhould find you concealed in 
ſome remote corner of it. Vain hope 
I ſearched every where, but could not 
find you; ſo that I then began to think 
an exceſs of grief had induced you to 
ſeek death in the midſt of the waves. 
Wholly taken up with this idea, I 


had an inclination to follow your ex- 


ample: I tan to the brink of this 

Dee element, and, ſhall T tell it, 
* dear Lycoris ? * puſilanimity 
| exceeded 


eh) 
exceeded my love, I could not per- 
ſuade myſelf to end my life ſo ſoon 
I even dared: to ſecond my weakneſs 
| with a reſpect for the decrees for Ju- 
piter; which all mortals ought pa- 
tiently to expect, and not anticipate. 
What is there that we cannot juſtify 
with ſo powerful a ſupport ? I did 
not love you the leſs for it ; the de- 
fire of preſerving life i is the firſt, and 
moſt natural impulſe. This I. knew 


"LS. MET ©. 


before 1 loved you, and reſpecked it | 


t © Nel 


when 1 io Joſt ue 1 43125} mol 
1 * He For: + F + 2 g ** 


6 I made no ks continuance, at 
Naxos; ; I ſcarched for you in all. the | 
Cyclades, without any certain VIeW,3 


*'s. and 
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and the image of your death purſued 
me every where. No pleaſure could 
allure me; I was always penſive and 
melancholy; and I ſhould have been 
conſumed with grief, had I not endea- 
voured, at laſt, to diſpel it, by ſearch- 
ing for n new adventures, os 


You ſee, Shoal, fas difimu- 


lation with you. On my arrival 
at Delphos, 1 obſerved a youn 8 per- 
= who eyed me attentively. I felt 
ſome ſecret pleafure, ind her cutioſi- 
ty gave me to underſtand, it was in 
/ power to pleaſe her. The incli- 


ITJokif — 
nations which vanity inſpires, are not 


always confiſtent, nor made with re- 
Has ' - 1 
. -- fetion;- 
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flection, and we too eaſily give way to 
them. I own, 1 Propoſed to myſelf 
ſome amuſement from this adventure. 
I ſucceeded, but not ſufficiently to 
make me happy. My remorſe made | 
me dearly pay for the ſlight infidelity a 
1 had been guilty of with regard to 
vou. The little creature, whom * 
had, by my aſſiduity, brought to ſuch 
2 paſs, as to make her give herſelf up 
intirely to me, was wild, flighty, and 
of a an e She had po 


i the ſought it eyery-where, | Moſk 5 
the Delian youth were foon my. rivals; | 


and ſhe would have daily increaſed 
the number of her lovers, for. the 


F 4 ; | aygmentatiqn 
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| augmentation of her pleaſures, if the 
neceſſity of eſtabliſhing her fortune 


had not induced her to prefer the 
addreſſes of one of the richeſt citizens 
of che Place. 


I could not * a with of her 
- Proſtitution, without greatly reproach- 
ing myſelf for having kindled in 


| her young heart thoſe ſparks of fire, 


b which the ſuffered herſelf to be 


| conſumed. This Was a new warde 
j to me, which, added to that of having 


betrayed, you, replunged me in my 
former grief. Ioften walked towards 
the fountain of Inope : It was. there 
1 ſhed tears of contrition for the 


+ 


Lid with which 1 had broke the 


vows 


« 105) 
vows I made to love you, and ools 
you. How changeable is the heart 
of man! how little it agrees with his 
. principles, even with himſelf The 
moment I was reproaching myſelf for 
_ my. infidelity, : it begun to renew. 
I cannot conceive, how any faith can 
be given to thoſè men, who prize 
themſelves ſo much on. theſe heroic 
ſentiments of matchleſs reſolution, and 
invariable conſtancy. I have many 
reaſons to be perſuaded, that an invin- 
ible weakneſs often drags us heyond 
| the bounds af our own will. 


Philogunis was continuing his 
narative, when he was interrupted by 
T 1 1: BS the 


( 166 ) 
the arrival of ſeveral travellers, who 
eetly joined us, and put us to 8 
great dea 'of trouble to get rid of 
them, We were obliped to give 
attention 20 the redious relation of 
| thief” voyages to all che footih 
_ advenmures that happened to them 
+0 Heir ſhipwrecks, and the devil 
knows whit. Philogunis and 1 had 
aairs enough of our on to commu- 
| Hitate; that what concerned others, 
| mut be very difagreeable to us, how- 
ever we were at laſt freed, and Phi- 
logunis continued to faticfy the deſire 
I had to know the reſt of his hiſtory. 
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FAS there any bebt 4 


7 was fo diſguſted at my intrigue with 
the young Delian, and had reſolved, 
ever after, to think on you alone? 


| Yetawoman, who ſeemed to ſeek foll- 
tude a as mych' as myſelf, andwhoſe fighs L 
I had fregyently heard, touched me at 
firſt fight. I thought her unhappy, and 


the upeaſings Ifen at Teein ing! her weeps 


almoſt dried up, my own tears. 15 had 
no other view, v when I firſt contracted 


| an gusintanee. with her, th an to give 
her. ſome conſolation ; 3 and 1 believe, 


Lycoris, I became her lover; I at leaſt 


ventured 


© increaſing my faults, when 


(68 ) | 
| ventured to addreſs her in \ that ſtile. 


He er tears were {1 ſhed for an un grateful 
man ; and I wanted to replace him 


in the fair one's heart. At firſt, my 
propoſal ſhocked her; but ſhe heard 
at a ſecond time with leſs diſguſt, and 
at length: we were on ſuch a footing, 
as rendered us even neceſſary to each 
other. Our! firſt ; enjoyments c conſiſted 


in f familiar g converſations, : wherein the 
= . would ſometimes give! me a deſeription 
of her handſome. royer, and], in return. 


7 1 


| 
| 
J c : 5 18 FLS 4 
= gave | her ours. : Tears would dro oP 
wr 7 c fair eyes, which made me 
PK. 


Kal x . her misfortunes. | 11000 


r 


a is2 \ weeping beauty [1 made 


her confeſs, that her  pricf too mich 
” wv 1 : DER 7; AQ7 5 onou red 


ty ) 7 

honouted the man who cauſed 3 
that ſuch an es was not worthy 
of thoſe precious tears; and chat che 
only remetly ſhe could take, was the 
pleaſure of an agreeable revenge. I 
perceived,' my dear Lycoris, I had 
gained my point, by the pains the took 
to convince me, when I related to her 
our firſt amours, that your death had 
diſſolyed my chains 3 nay, ware : 
very ſhade would be angry, if I gave 
up all the enjoyments of life, to pres 
ſerve a heart which then was of no 
uſe to it. My victory, however, 


was not ſo eaſily obtained, as Iima- 
: gined at firſt it would be: it is true, 
erbine; (for that was the name of 


my | 


( 330) 


an ponguel,) permitted me 40 make = 
 Ievedehers the even Md Lhe took 


N eme ploaſure in at but imperiquſi 


cr ee dere wine 


ordered me to expect no other return 


than chat acknowledgment, A man, 
in ſuch a calc, may eaſily, miftake 


e 1 miſt get that J 


; 


a 


2H —— 


as; -xouſing myſelf to you; I am 
_ incacuf@ble. 1 make this On- 


, , | we 


think it avas more {&lf-love, and pride, 


is isn . 


faſfion far the fake / af truth. Piques 
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Lopenly played upon her hoſo ſpring 
which are capable of inflarning a young 
heart. She defended, and I attacked; 
twenty times the happy moment was 


in fight, and twenty times it imme 
diately diff ppeared' again.” | Zerhins 


* 


was filled with all chat haughtineis, 
and thoſe Meile fights, fromm whence 

the unhappineſb af à lover prese. 
I formounted all difficulties, and, 
what will for ever ſurpriſe me, the 
yielded juft at a time, hen ſhe ſeemed | 
the loaſt diſpoſed for it, andbyacaprice, 
the very reverſe ef thoſe I daily ex- 
5 perienoed; in a word, my happineſs 
wy from the very 2 


(112) 


never Was A capitulation made with 


"> It a grace. Zetbine -was of ſo 
apticious a temper, as to reproach 


me for. chat very tenderneſs, which 
my tranſports extorted from Fe: 


You may hereby perceive, that I much 
'reſembled fuch a huſband, whoi is for- 
Loo to have a wite hat, hates him. 


not hold Dutt againk freſh careſſes = 
and Thad the ſatisfaction to find my 
es were right. en was 


— a moſt poſſionate ee q Jn was 
no longer chat audacious, impudent, b 


auen fellow, whodiſhonour- 


"SF 
ed her: * was an inchanter, a divinity; 
theſe were her terms. The moſt 
perfect harmony, the moſt reciprocal 8 
tranſports, and the trueſt gratitude, 

form the ſummary of my adventures 
with her, and 1 enjoyed as much 
bare as 1 could wiſh. phe 


: 
3 
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This is the ſecond fault Iam 2000 
of 4 in regard to you. Ah! my dear 
| Lycoris, how happy ſhall 1 be, to 
have it in my power to redreſs them! 
But let u us return to Zerbine. omen 
+ 1 ieee Prang 
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Some are ic to be nierte and 


: my capricious beauty was undoubtedly 
one of thoſe. She was doomed to 
meet 


beſtow d a moment's thought an yon 
the whole day. I became deceitful 


«af 4 


114 * 
meet with ungrateful people. I know 
not whether my infidelity made her 
mingle any more tears with the waters 
of Inqpe; ; I was not a witneſs of 


em; the love of pleaſure abſolutely 
ingraſſed my. whole attention; I ſcarce 


and wanton: : nothing. could be fo 
casi donquered as the fair e. of 


Delos. A favour often colt me "no 
more. than 2 lock. or heb ; the mereſt 
trifle.” I had only. to be on my own 


guard]; I was ſucceſsful in every thing. 
I have frequently been the dupe even 
of an involuntary glance; ; I ay, dupe; 


| du | is not bern to ſuch 2 a ſhare. of 


good 


n 

ook fortune. I ſupported the fatigues 
of amanof faſhion as much as poſſible, | 
on account of the pleaſures it procured 
me. I was univerſally known, and 
received repeated invitations before 
4 viſited ſeveral of the beſt houſes. My 
taſte for ſinging ſerved as a pretext to 
thoſe ladies, who ſtill aſſumed the 
appearance of modeſty ; but I went 
to a thouſand places, where that was 
ridiculed ; z nay, they were fo plain as 


to declare publickly, they ſought my 
company, for qualities x more eſſential. 


The rivals of all lovers, and the dread 
of all huſbands, I daily received vifits 
both from the one, and the other, to 
make me promiſe I would never diſturb 

their 


(16) 
their tranquility. ' Can you believe! 
could be weary of this life? Never- 
 thelefs I was fo harraſſed, fatigued, 
and tired, that I endeavoured to gain 
the hatred of a ſex, by whom I was 
idolized ; the moſt remarkable proof 
of 1 my diſre gard was the reward they 
| received for their favours. 1 dail y 
diſclaimed againſt the caprices, foibles, 
and vanity of that ſex. This expedient, 
which 1 thought excellent for my 
repoſe, had ſcarce any effect; I was 


1 


obliged. to ſuffer myſelf to be adored 
againſt my will. 1 cannot give you 
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. Amore juſt idea of my follies; and 
| of thoſe ſhewn aby the women of Delos, 
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The em aployr ment of a pretty ft ellow, 
which I well knew how to keep up, 
was ſoon followed by a thouſand 
agreeable young ſparks ; $i the men 
had the folly to imitate my very looks, 1 
actions, and manner of walking, nay, | 
my diſcourſes, every thing was exact 1 
copied; and 1 ſet the faſhion for all 
the extravagancies of Delos. Oh f : 
Lycoris, what a tranſition your image 
made in my heart! One day as I was 
enjoying the ſweets of a refreſhing 


ſleep.. your ſhade appeared before me 


in a furious manner; notwithſtanding 


the change, which indignation and 
| anger cauſe in a lovely face, I knew 
thoſe charmin g features, whereby I 


| i | 118 * po 
had! been firſt pita. You! re- 


dae. and day eure 


- What conld Fanfver to fuch Joſt 
remonſtrances? My tears witneſſed 
the repentance of my ſoul, you ſeemed 
moved; 11 endeavoured te to fling myſelf 
in your arms : the ſhade diſappeared, C | 

and 1 awoke with my eyes fill bathed 
In tears, which the viotent impreſſion | 
of my dream Had in reality made me 

6 ſhed. Waking | aſſuaged not my 
tears; the ſhade Thad ſeen brought 
bach to my mind the cruel idea of 


your | death. Your recen t nee ; 


3882 
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To this miſerable condition was 'T 
teduced during the remainder of my 
refidence at Delos; where Ionly waited 
for the departure of ſome ſnip. None 
could account for the reaſon of my 
metamorphoſis, which ſeemed won - 
derful: one day I was vain, bold, 
preſumptubus, and extravagant; the 
| other, cool, quiet, ſilent, and grave. 


The women only attributed this to 
che effect of fre real attachmen t. 


which every one flattered themſelves 
they had inſpi ired. At laſt, I departed, 
without the leaſt regret « at leaving the 
theatre, where my firſt follies had 
been exhibited. In the courſe of our. 
voyage, 1 obſerved we coaſted near 

the 


| ( 120 1 | 
nt nn that gave us birth. 1 im- 


eon © impulſes of curioſity 1 was not 
1 capable « of reſiſting. As I was then 
babited, I no longer feared either the 
reſentment. of my mother-in-law ; 
therefore I made them land me at 


5 at firſt i to remain ed 
and 1. departed without diſcovering 
who 1 was. My baſe mother-in-law 
was dead, and had owned before the 
expired, that the deſire of ſaving a 
daughter ſhe had by my father, from 
the fatal 'necelſity of loſing her life 


l B. : 
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* the . was the reaſon 
af her bringing up this daughter like 
a man, and in exchange rearing up as 
a girl a male child my father had by 
his finſt marriage. I wras, a8 you may 
perceive, the victim of this fine 
ſcheme, which the gods diſapproved, W 
by fnatching me, together with you, : 
from the horrors of death, "My 
father,and chis diſguiſed fiſter, periſhed 
the day of our flight im the ſudden 
eruptions of fire. I Iikewite learned; 
that your father, T'yrteus, died. ſoon: - 
aſter our ſuppoſed death; for it was 
imagined that we, like many others, 


had been fwallowed: ** wh Gs carth- | 
e js] 


9 w_— Satisfied 


(in)) 
ed with all the informations, 
given as to one unknown, I became a 
pre prey to the anguiſh of mind which never | 
left me, but continually followed me 
= ever I was. I again put to ſea, 
© ed troubling myſelf where I was 
do lande We had failed very proſpe- 
 rouſly/for-four' or five days, when a 
terrible ſtorm almoſt, made us give 
over: the hopes of ever ſeeing land 
again. The + tattered. fails, the 
| demolithed yards, and the broken 
maſts, were the firft eſſays of the fury 
of the winds, which ſeemed to be 
jooſed againſt us. Soon the ſky was 
covered with a dreadful gloom, and 
the e, fatigued and terrified, 
oy abandoned 


2 


1 „ 5 3 * 
8 Hf iq 3 _ 


(143) 


abandoned their work. Sometimes 


the furious billows conveyed us to 
thoſe horrid clouds, from whence the 
5 tempeſt proceeded ; and at others 
again plunged us to the bottom of the 
deep. We were all employed in 
offering up prayers to the gods for 


their aſſiſtance. Alas | the appearance 
of death was not half ſo tremendous 
to me as to the reſt. I am going, ſaid 
I, to be united to Lycoris; we ſhall 2 
have the fame grave. However, a 
calm ſucceeded this terrible ſtorm: We 
knewnot where we were drove; butwe | 
began to have ſome hopes, as we again 
ſaw the decline of the day: then every 
one was employed in repairing the 
RRC bad 


PPP — — NCAA, 2 Pa A 6- — rate at. — — 
- ans 2 * 1 * — a 4. 


(124) 
pad W of our veſſel; but the 
heavens were ſoon . with a 
freſh darkneſs ; and we were obliged 
to wait ſun-riling. to aſcertain the 
place \ we were in. The promontory 
of Leucadia was the favourable har- 
bour, near which we found ourſelves 
by break of day, and entered it, with 
the utmoſt alacrity, to refit the veſſel, 

Which was quite. neceſſary to be 


Not long after my arrival at this 
| | Wand, I was an eye-witneſs to the 
_ dreadful dangers which unhappy 
lovers run, in attempting to eradicate 


their too. fatal. Palions from their 
hearts; 


CS) 
bearts; the effect, as I was told, was 
always certain; you muſt have been 
made acquainted with this, as well as 
me. Even Jupiter himſelf comes ſome- 
times and feats himſelf on this pro- 
montory, to baniſh the ſmall returns of 
tendernefs he felt from his auguſt 
ſpouſe. At firſt, I was tempted to 
| take the dangerous leap, to recover 
my liberty. I ſurveyed the place; 
but this examination intirely diſguſted - 

me. I choſe rather to conſecrate 
myſelf to the ſervice of Apollo, whoſe _ 


temple was adjacent the precipice. 


A ſudden zeal induced me to make 
this choice; and after the neceſſary 


| trials, the high-prieſt looked upon me 
G 3 as 


| (126). 
as a very proper perſon to fill that | 
employment which was then vacant. 
You found me employed in this office, 
and I had that day pronounced thoſe 
vows your preſence made me forget. 


This, Lycoris, is my ſtory. I never 


forgot you, but it was my having 
intirely loſt the hopes of ſeeing you 
again, that made me give too great a 


looſe to the enjoyment of pleaſures; 


for which I now reproach myſelf, as 


they wrere not participated with you. 


— 
. 4 
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This frank confeſſion made by 
Philogonis, would not ſuffer me” to 
deceive. him; 1 therefore acquainted 
him with the many encounters [I 
ſuſtained i in the temple of Venus, a- 
gainſt my natural inclination, for 
F pleaſure, * my 1 for him; ; 
315 even owned. that the laſt paſſion 
was not always, the Rrongeſt. Philo- | 
gunis ſeemed moved: men haye 
always appeared to me unjuſt in their 4 
opinion, that every thing is allowed, 1 
or at leaſt excuſable in them; { but 
the wretches neyer found in their 
hearts to pardon. the leaſt weakneſs: in 


us. After the recital of my adven- 
tures, Phylogunis would have con- 


OZ 


n 
ocaled the uneaſineſs it gave him. 
He feigned tranſports, of which his 
heart was incapable ; I perceived it, 
and was piqued in my turn. How 
precarious i is fate! it ſeparated us, made 
us both prove faithleſs, ſtil}. nouriſhing 
our love; at laſt j joins us again only 
to cauſe a reciprocal averſion. Thoſe 
Warm and tender ſentiments, with 
which we. ſeemed animated, were 
; ſucceeded by the cooleſt indifference. 
| Philogunis appeared to me entirely 
a2 fop; and he looked on me as a 
coquette, whom he ought to abandon. 
Theſe are the farewells he made me, 
in a letter Which 1 found one day on 
my toilette. Lycoris, if my hiſtory 
4. Had induced you to make the ſame 
50 reflections : 


. 
<< reſlectibns which I made when 


«© you told me yours, yo muſt 
te neceſſary think as I do, that no- 


tt thing was more precarious than 
inary paſſion. Let us no 
« «longer be deceived; we are both | 


_ « free; and pleaſure is our only guide. 
« Adieu, gallant prieſteſs of Dorint 
% May you be ever Re” 


4 abo e 


— 


This billet fired me wich indigna- | 


| tion. Ves, traitor, nid It to myſelf; 
I ſhall be free; even this very 


moment 1 feel I am fo. Pleaſure 
ſhall be now the ſole miſtreſs of my 
heart; let her henceforward be tlie 
| ſovereign guide of all my paſſions. 
G 5 _— 
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oh mother of all pleaſure ! I devote 
myſelf entirely to you. 


The Greeks, abandoned to all 
their deſires, have invented gods to 
favour their paſſions. Venus, Cupid, 
Bacchus, Terpſichore, &c. have tem- 
ples every where. Oh ingenious | 
piety ! which even ſanctified luxury 

. and exceſs of pleaſure. 


It is principally at Megara, the 
rival city of Athens, that pleaſure 
has raiſed her moſt favourite altars. 


In this agreeable abode, every citizen, 


philoſophically voluptuous, thinks 
and ons for pleaſure | alone, and 


honours | 


[ 
} 


i = ene tor the 


( ant } 
honours Venus: under the--title ſhe 


moſt loves; ſhe is there known only 


under the name of Venus Praxis *. 


The worſhip paid her in that temple, 
is worthy this auguſt goddeſs; n 
other offerings or incenſe, but 
pleaſure itſelf. Partly acquainted 
with the cuſtoms and manners of 
the country, where I was deſerted by 
Philogunis, I was refolved to make 


ſome ſtay, to increaſe the natural bent 


I had for voluptuouſheſs, at Corinth. 


Megara was the moſt proper place to 


ſtate 


This ſurname, which comes from the Greek 
@w;a7T2Ay, facere, needs no explanation, ſays the 


 Abbee G 


„in his Pacicencas, 
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ſtate I was going to embrace; and I 
ſoon became one of the moſt celebrated 
courtezans in the whole country. 
My taſte for muſic, at firſt obtained 

me ſome of the moſt brilliant ac- 
quaintances, whom I endeavoured to 
make uſeful to my profit and pleaſure. 
The famous Lais never ſaw more 
admirers; my houſe was never empty. 


E: It was frequented by philoſophers, 
judges, magiſtrates, warriors and 


citizens; evety one had a tight to 
my perſon; for they all had the ſame 
end, and the love of pleaſure made 
every one equal to me. In this 
beginning of my proſtitution, I made 
no diſtinction between figure, rank, 

Or 


(133) 
or quality. I'confidered nothing 
elſe in thoſe, who ſolicited my fa- 
vours, than Creatures formed to excite 
in me thoſe enchanting tranſports, 
and that divine ſenſation, with which 
I could never be ſufficiently ſatisfied. 


I paſſed ſome years in this annie; i 


at Megara, where I was the idol of a 


people, who were wiſe enough. not 
to look upon thoſe weakneſſes, which 
form our happineſs, as crimes. I often 
went to the temple of the goddeſs of 
Gnidus, and always diſtinguiſhed | my- 
ſelf by the multiplicity of my ſacriſices. 
It was honouring Venus to imitate, as 
much as it lies in the power of 


mortals, 


g 
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mortals, the noble ardour with which 
that divine goddeſs abandons herſelf 
to pleaſure. All my rivals at Megara 
had publicly beſtowed on me the ho- 
nour of moſt reſembling that divinity. 
It is true, that being always as ſenſible 
of pleaſure as I was indefatigable in 
communicating it, I never felt that 
diſguſt, that ſudden diſtaſte, which 
the moſt. voluptuous are ſometimes 
ſubject to even before debilitude. - 


A feaſt, at the celebration of which 
I was preſent, was the only thing 
that made me leave it. ' Corruption. 
had taken ſuch deep root at Megara, 
that the moſt atrocious Vices were CY. 
| adored. 1 


(135) 
adored. T hey had appointed pelilic 
games in honour of DrocLEs, whoſe 
obſcenities had made nature bluſh. 
A prize was allotted to the man who 
could give the moſt ſenſible proofs 
of the charms and perfection of this 

ne 

2 3430 
I wanted to make ſome citizens who 
ſurrourded me, ſenſible of all the 
indignation I felt on account of 
theſe games. They cooly anſwered 
me, that all opinions were free ; that, 
with 
* However incredible this fact may adder 
our hiſtorian has really told truth, ſince we read 
_ theſe very words in Atheneas, p. 448. Diocles 
puerorum amatorem ſummis honoribus affece- 


runt Megarenſes, eque ludos decreverunt, in 
quibus de oſculis formoſi contendunt, 
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with regard to amuſement and pleaſure, 
all were relative, and that, in con- 
ſcience, I could not condemn a particu- 
lar taſte, only becauſe it did not hit 
mine. This ridiculous apology made 
me bite my lips, and I ſwore I would 


no longer remain with a people, who 
carried folly to ſo great an exceſs as to 
idolize Vice. I was not ſo ignorant 
to think, that I ſhould not find ſome 
followers of this deteſtable Vice in 
every part of Greece; but I could 
not believe, there was any other city 
that had made a point to honour it. 


I left Megara, to reſide in the center 
of arts and ſciences, where women of 
my profeſſion were moſt diſtinguiſhed. 

Athens 


* 


':. (hn 5 
Athens was no longer that happy 
republic, which commanded all 
Greece. It attained the ſummit of 
glory during the life of Themiſtocles ; 
but afterwards it underwent many 
revolutions, yet notwithſtanding its 
fall, it was ſtill the aſylum of all | 
pleaſures ; the honour and reputation 
which valour and virtue formerly 
acquired, now became the patrimony 
of all thoſe, who contributed to the | 
amuſements of the inhabitants. An 
author, rather witty, than ſolid, a 
courtezan, a dancer, a linger, were 
now the faſhionable heroes. True, 


there Mill remained ſtatues erected | 


in honour of Ar iſtides and Miltiades, 
of 


65138) 


of Sophocles, and Ariſtophanes; where- 


| by the actions of the former were 
recorded, and the works of the latter 
: admired ; but this barren tradition 
Was productive of no fruit; the love 
of true glory can never bud where 


pleaſure | reigns. Fon : 
> ; F *\ 7 
gd düse wongod 922 ; 22 b 


* 


inn Dune Ho aint. 2 . iter | 
I did not entertain his opinion of 
Athens at my firſt arrival there; 71 was 


A dave to my paſſions, which i 
nie give the name of wiſdom to the 


declenſion of that tate ; for I thought 
the ſtudy and practice of pleaſures 


1481 


be only objects worthy a reaſonable 


F 1 131 414; '} 1 21:3 


people. Perhaps it was onl ly my 


intereſt made me capable of ſo groſs a 
10 


— 


miſtake. 
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PP "AY What can a woman; Akon 


to the ſervice of Venus, deſire more, 
than to ſee all the inhabitants of a 


place juſtify her follies, and value 


her exceſſes ! As ſoon as I was a little 
known, I ſaw the moſt opulent citizens 
contending with one another for the 


merit of gratifying my pleaſures,” I 


fatisfied their deſires with: the vi Id. 
of ſatisfying my own. As yet I had 
given no proofs of my Ixil! in muſic; : 


but I had a favourable OY 


. an "inclikathod: to give an enter - 


tainment to his miſtreſs.; and, for this 


intent, had invited all the muſicians 
of the place: : I was the only perſon 


excepted, 


( 


p ( 240. ) Ts 
excepted, — 16e din 


my talents; yet 1 had the boldneſs to 
make my appearance, and gained the 
general applauſe of all the audience. 
Frem that hour my merit grew more 
 conſpicuous;; muſic was one of the 
ans, and I ſaw myſelf in a 3 
of making the moſt brilliant appear- 
charms of my perſon, I could only | 
pretend to pleaſe theſe proud repub- 
licans; but I ſoon acquired the power 
| of — them by _ muſical 


os 
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Among the muſicians I ſaw at the 
queſtor's entertainment, the firſt that 
ſtruek my eyes was Philogunis ; but 

I felt no emotion. He was a ſtranger 5 
to my heart; for my firſt paſſion was 
entirely eraſed: I was. pleaſed at my 

- heraical refobation,. and caſt my eyes 

on him anby twice the whole time. 
The particular attention that was 
paid me in this concert, on account 
of my muſic, certainly rekindled che | 
regard of this fickle lover for me, 
and I received 4 vil from him me" 


Wn 


The magnificence of his dreſs 
fafficien me indicated to me he was 
| r 


. ö 
happy in point of fortune. No 
Athenian dreſſed with ſo much taſte 
and elegance; he accoſted me en 
cavalier, © I am come ſaid he, to 
pay my moſt ſincere compliments 
« on the pleaſure I had to ſee you 
« at Athens. I heard you play 
6 yeſterday on your polycord: Indeed 
« nothing is more delightful, | I am 
« enchanted ; and you will ſoon 
ws} acquire 2 great reputation. Lou 
e have cultivated your talents; they 
% will be of great help to you here; 
10 but don't be too profuſe. It is an 
& advice I am glad to have it in my 
« power to give you; you moſt keep 
the connoiffure in wind; I make 
wo qt . El uſe 


£0 


= 
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* uſe of- this precaution, and ich.” 
| «ſucceſs. I don't ſatisfy the curioſity 
of people till I have made them 
ſenſible of the ane, ME 


c 


N 


— 


* pre thanked Philoguais for his 
advices; which made him burſt out 
into a fit of laughter. Indeed, | Lycoris, 
| faid be, cc you dont think what you 
*  afe about ; you are in i the v wrong to 
ce miſtruſt the viſit I make vou. 1 
c © have no deſign to make any bad 
| « uſe of our former acquaintance. 
« Ft ie then, I heard you yeſterday, 
< and am come to pay you a com- 
cc « pliment. This i is the only motive 
KI brought me here. 1 know the 

. „ cuſtom; "PÞ 
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r my conduct has entirely 


n deprived : me of the title of lover; 


64 nor ean I take any advantage for 


5 


Lan- | 


having once peſſeſſed * 


ſwered, 1 Hercules, you | take 
. the affair as you 
remember to have a loved you, 
and it would be hard to make me 
x recolle& it:“ 40 Tn not undertake 
it (replied he) concerning love; "+, 


ophtt ; for F fearce 


know the ſtren gth of the word too 


well. We are both i in the wron g. 
to be chattering about an old ſtory. 


I fwear I would not have opened 


my mouth about it, had not that 
ce ſerious, cool lool vo put on 
obliged me to it. "You ought 
only to look e me as a per- 


120 ſon 
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=. * poſſeſſed of the ſame talents - 
with regard to any thing elſe, the 

ce utmoſt indifferency i is beſt. I know 
« how to do myſelf juſtice. . To this 
I returned « I likewiſe know how to 
« value your merit. I had already 
.«« ſettled with myſelf how to behave 
« in this affair; therefore let every 
* thing be over between us,” bo Not- 


- 3 withſtanding, faid Philogunis, if * 


te felt ſome ſmall returns of love for 
4 you.“ It would be entirely uſe- 
40 1 intetrupted 4 yon Well, ad- Hye 
„ ded he, this is eder unneceſſary 
* precaution. This love I am ſpeak- 
cc ing of may not perhaps return 5 but 
if it ſhould, you would run no 
cc danger; ; 2 might behave to me 
c 


a 


+ 2s juſt as you N Beſides, I ſhould 
LÞ never have that imprudence to 


C demand returns. 1 know how to 
4 N and v 


c ap woe as ane: r * 
 <« all the neceſfary- Ire, 
ce refufal. You underſtand me ; | 

«therefore, I think with theſe fen- 


« timents I can no longer appear 


or: ſuſpicious to you. Adieu divine 
"| | <«< Lyeoris,” faid he to me, as he 
Was going, gently chucking me under 
| my chin, Adieu! learn to bear with 

% people; you will ſometimes be 


1 10 expoſed to ſee me, I therefore. give 
3M 6c s timely notice of i . 
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uch a converſation as this hetween 
two former lovers, appeared ſo ſingular 
to me, that I have ſtrongly retained 
che memory of id Philogunis gave 
himſelf the real Kracter he bore at 
Athens, and ſufh as he formerly had 
been at Delo 3 A courtezan, -who 
knew him intimately well, and with 
whom I had contracted as ſincere a 
friendſhip as can poſſibly exiſt between 
two pretty women, gave me a further 


account of him. He 1 18 known, faid 
Danae to me, throughout the whole 
town, for one of its compleateſt cox- 
combs: ſeveral difagreeable adventures | 
ſhould have diminiſhed that air of 
Aignificancy, which -makes; him think 
od Dot” Every. 
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every woman incapable of reſiſting 


him; but he is incorrigible. Notwith- 
' ſtanding the violence of ſome peoples 
reſentments, he is neither leſs ſtupid 
or flighty than before. Would you 
believe(faid ſhe) that he has carried 
his impudence even to ſuch a pitch, 
as to imagine himſelfcapable of filling 
the moſt important places in the ſtate ? 


He has even dared to ſolicit them, 


and was vaſtly aſtoniſhed to find 
himſelf refuſed. It is true, that 
though by his being a little more 
ſkilled in muſic, he ſings with a 
better grace, and more feelingly than 
any other, yet, is this ſufficient to 


make him think he is worthy the 


| Miles of thoſe, who are at the helm 


of 


1 4 


ä 
of the ſtate? Is it not enough to enjoy 
more than an affluent fortune, and ; 

daily to partake of the pleaſures of thz 
moſt illuſtrious Athenians ? | 


; 3 Danae to underſtand, that 
I thought as ſhe did, with regard to 
the impudent pretenſions of Philo- 
gunis; and I then changed the con- 
verſation to a more agreeable topick. 
Athens was her native place, and 
conſequently ſhe was the more 
capable of giving me good advice 
how I ought to behave; I therefore 
unboſomed myſelf to her on that 
important point; and this is pretty 
near the advice ſhe gave me; I love 


; H.3 „ vou. 


„dea ; 
you, Lycoris; faid ſhe to me, and am 
| charmed you put it in my power to 
give you my advice about your beha- 
viour in this city. F will deal ingenu- 
ouſly with you, and for your own fake. 
Your appearance in this city ſeemed to 
me rather too bold, too peremptory. I 
don't look upon your taſte: for plea- 
ſure as a crime; but I would have this 
taſte not ſo general, nor ſo publiek. 
There is, even among us here, a certain 
euſtomary deceney, not ſo well adapted 
to ſatisfy the exceſi of our deſires, as 
neceſſary for every woman, who 
ould not be ranked on the lower 
chez; it a Word; yourmuſt be ſettled; 
ydu muſt belong to ſome: perſom; x 
Will marry you. At the mention of 
| + this 
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this word 1 gave a ſhriek, which made 
Danae laugh. You- don't underſtand 
me, faid ſhe; I am not ſpeaking to 
you of that indiſſoluble knot, which 

men have invented as the ſupport of 


adviſing any once to ſo terrible a 


ſlavery! No, Lycoris; the marriage 


J propoſe to you, is no bar to your 
liberty, nor invented to ſtifle in us the 
leaſt ſparks of ſenſibility. Leave it 
to me to make a proper choice for you, 
and be perſuaded tlie iſſue will Be | 
8 attended with no bad . 
H4 But, 


* They gave this awful name to an intimacy 
which ſubſiſted” between an Athenian. and a 
courtezan. A. perſon, ſaid: —_— has been mar- 
tied to day with Mis —?0 


the indelicacy of proſtituting them- 


ſelves to every man; remember that 


their impiety. Moved with  Danae's | 
way of arguing, I promiſed to agree 


_ - themſelves, becauſe they were unwilling to ac- | 
knowledge her divinity. | | 


TEE pay OT 

But, from this moment, promiſe 
me to diſmiſs from your houſe your 
crowd of uſeleſs lovers, whom you 
mult ſacrifice to ambition and honour. 
This is the only way of gaining you 
that regard, and public reſpect, which 
is the greateſt bliſs of thoſe in our 
fituation. Leave to the Propetides - 


their madneſs is a chaſtizement for 


to every thing ſhe requeſted ;. and 
even that Very; day endeavoured to 


"oF diſcard 
4 Girls e "ION had basel to proſtitute 


PAK. 

. diſcard that crowd of debauchees, who 
perpetually fluttered about me. With 
a little haughtineſs and reſolution I 
gained my point. Only one remained! 
one alas who proved dear to me, on 
account of his unalterable tenderneſs, | 
and whom I unluckily kept, to ſupply | 
the place of that huſband, whom my 
friend had promiſed to procure me. 


Entirely * up with the choick 
ſhe intended to make for me, ſhe was 
prevented from making any farther 
enquiries by a very rich magiſtrate; 
who declared to her the im preſſion 
my perſon and accompliſhments had 
made upon him. Danae promiſed 


— 
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bim ſuccels, received tlie propofals, 
and acquainted me with the day 
appointed for our nuptials; I was 
not to ſee him till then. At Athens 
there is a fixed and invariable method 
© 4 proceedin gin ſuch en gagetents; ; 
1 paid a tacit obedience to every thing; 
at laſt came the awful day, which 
was to | unite me-to the generous un- 


The horſes of the ſun had ſcarce 
run half their career, ere Danae came 
for me, in a magnificent car, made 
purpoſely for the ceremony; the two 
flaves which had been likewiſe ſent 
mes had ornamented me like a victim 

_ . 


( 
ready for the altar. Luxury and 
every other thing that the ſtrength. off 
human imagination could invent to 
ſet off our charms, and flatter our 
pride, were made uſe of for my dreſs. 
My future huſband had taken care to 
generoſity, by theſe firſt favours. At 
laſt F mounted the gilded'car, which 
waited for me; and fix £ Lberian 
racers carried me en at ſome 
diſtance from Athens. 15 


A Cad equally magnificent and 


commodious, was the temple where 2 


I was expected. We hat ſcarce 
| entered the gates, when a large com- 


Far 
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pany of men and women appeared 
ready to receive us. I gave my 
huſband my hand, tho' not yet ac- 
quainted with him. My wandering 
eyes endeavoured to ſingle him out; 
he perceived my uneaſineſs. Well, 
can't you find me out? ſaid he, as we 

entered the falloon ; Jam, Lycoris, 
that happy mortal, . whoſe tenderneſs | 
is to fix your heart. At this declara- 


tion, like a cunning woman, I mo- 


deſtly caſt down my eyes, and 1 uttered 
two or three unintelligible words, to 


intimate the tender emotions of. a 
growing loye. The. dupe ſwallowed 


3 


the bait, and tenderly preſſed my 
bands with his lips. I ſeemed mel ted 
at 


— 


: . 


& 


— - 


1 

at this tranſport, and encouriged bim, 
by my non: reſiſtance to attempt 
every thing he could wiſh ; my lips 
received * firſt careſſes. 


| | * . W | the 
many proofs of tenderneſs, with which” 


I was loaded by the magiſtrate, and» * 


every one came and paid me a thou- 
ſand compliments, on account of my 
dignity as a kept lady. The ceremony 
then began. A Crown. of roſes, and 
jeſſamine was placed on my head 'E b 
and the gallant magiſtrate ornamented 

his with a wreath of myrtle and pinks. 


Then advancing towards me, with a 


Ks kind of gravity, he placed a 
precious 


(168) 55 
precious ſtone on one of my fingers, 
and one of the: gueſts begam to ſing a 
hymn, in honour of pleaſure. This: 
was inſtead of an epithalamium. The 
impreſſion it made on me, engraved 
it in my mind for ever, and I think it 
would be e e che readers 
al it. 


An OD® to PrEASURE. 


Thou, whom we on earth adore, 


Whom celeſtials worſhip too, 
Pleaſure, ſhed thy inflence o'er 


Vs who happineſs purſue. 


1 Di 1 — 
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Love invokes thee, fly to love, 
He's impatient of delay; 
Let thy flame, his flame improve- 
What is love, when thou'rt away? 


Love's a pafſi on, oft our bane, 
Perfect bliſs proceeds from thee, 
If we ere accept his chain, 
"Tis thy favourites to be. 


Bleſt, and doubly bleſt the ſwain, 
Who ſtill offering at thy ſhrine, 


Dying once, would die again : 
Happy he, as pow'rs divine! 


a 
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Each of us, a faithful ſlave, | „ 
Breathes and acts alone for you, 

Rapt rous moment, all we crave ! 


Raptures pay our ſervice true. 


* 


H appy lovers, pleaſure hears, 
Lo, ſhe ſeizes on the heart, 
In the ſwimming eyes appears; 
Swift pervading ew ry part 


While in raptures thus you lie, 
Gods may envy from above, 

Thus that you ſo often die; | 

Die repeated deaths i in love. 


— 


— 
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After this hymn, the laſt ſtanza of 


which was ſung in chorus by all the 


aſſembly, we were conducted to a 
neighbouring room; where my new 
ſpouſe and myſelf were left together. 
The moſt exquiſite perfumes em- 
balmed the air, and the apartment 
was ornamented with ſeveral maſter- 
pieces of ſculpture and painting. In 
one place appeared Juno on mount 
Ida, receiving the careſſes of her 
almighty huſband ; in another place 

might be ſeen Jupiter, in the midſt of 

a golden cloud, throwing himſelf into 

the arms of Danae. Every thing 

inſpired pleaſure, - and voluptuouſly 

Fa ted the imagination. Uſeleſs 
8 incentives 


rr ⅛—il;ôn rr ent AP 


: © 162 1 
incentives for ſuch fouls as mine; but 
too neceſſary for thoſe men, whoſe 
paſſions. are only to be actuated: and 
excited by ſtrange objects n 


Nauerates, for ſo the magiſtrate 
was named; after having fuffered me 


to fatisfy my curiofity, made me 
ſenſible that he was eat up by deſires. 


Jeould not juſtly excuſe: myſelf from 
ſatisfying him; ; he threw me therefore 
on a pile. of 'cuthions. which were 


behind me, and.ufed; the: expreſſions of 


the moſt paſſionate lover. His eyes 


ſparkled with the moſt lively ardour, 
and I thought, by the impetuoſity of 


his firſt attacks; chat I Gould: find in 
| . £8: 


. 
him a man like the Sicilian, we 
enjoyed me in the temple of Corinth. 
Vain hope! Naucrates, extended in 
my arms, only felt deſires he enjoyed 
himſelf, By what means could he 
prove them? he bluſhed, and could 
ſearce look at me. Leaſt down my 
eyes, confuſed and abaſhed for him 
Ah! Lycoris, ſaid he, what a ſituation 
- 18 this for a lover? I feel all its darts; 
it is * doubtleſs. that fare to cure 
| | Fpretended to be ignorant of 
| — point he endeavoured to bring my 
complaiſance to; he therefore ex- 
plained himſelf more intelligibly. 1 
= made no anſwer. At laſt, he 
made the thing ſo plain, that I was 
| obliged 
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. to try at the prodigy for 
which he made me hope , 
You ſee, ſaid he, immediately after- 
wards, you ſee, Lycoris, that my 
| happineſs depended on you. | Cupid 
1s reſolved I ſhall be indebted for my 
bliſs to thoſe I love. Then, proud at 
his is triumph, he is- reſolved to enjoy 
; but the ſpirit, which animated 
5 diſappeared, and vaniſhed, like 
thoſe light meteors, which juſt ſhine, 
and leave no trace behind them. The 
obſtinate Naucrates will not as yet 
own his defeat. Again new entreaties 
from him, and freſh efforts from me; 


| but leſs ſucceſsful than the former, I 
2 . could 


E. | 
could not enliven his coldneſs of 


diſpoſition, However, my own 


imagination was heated, and I felt that | 
I was conſumed by an inward flame. 


Naucrates perceived i it, which increaſed 
his diſſatisfaction; ; he wiſhed - to 


ſatisfy both his defires and mine; but 


in vain, and his manner of returning 


me thanks for my paſt endeavours, 


made me imagine, that he had thrown 
up the cards. Far from being as 
inſenſible as himſelf, he was ſoon 


convinced of the ſenſibility with 


which I was capable of enjoying plea- 


ſure. Doubtleſs he envied me that f 
gift of nature, which he was incapable 


of partaking himſelf. On our return 
5 ; to 


- 


„„ 
to the company, we were obliged to 
bear the ſeveral wvitticiſms, which 
muſt have: martified Naucrates, if he 
had not been aceuſtomedto ſach _— 
but I -perceived, :he-bore: the jeſts that 
were thrown at us with an equal 
countenance As ferme, like a thor ough 
courtezen, I ated the part of the 
moſt happy miſtreſs, loaded Naucrates, 
before his friends, with thoſe tender 
careſſes, the common attendants of 
the moſt lively pleaſures. Thisincreaſed 
thervanity of my loyer; and if there 
Was no woman preſent, intimately 
enough acquainted with him to know 
His ability, I paid him all the honour 
chat was dne to him. 


Supper- 


(167) 
Supper=time approaching, every 
one prepared to bathe. Mauerates 
had every conveniency in his houſe, 
that could poſſibly be invented for | 
this purpoſe ; every one had His Par- 
ticular apartment, which, by means 
of a bronze pipe, furniſhed the fineſt 
waters in the world. A flave was 
appointed to ſerve me, who threw ' 
into a veſſel of Parian marble. the 
eſſence of jeſſamin, and pinks, whoſe 285 
odours were tempered with a quantity 
of freſh ſprin g-water, and formed 
the moſt voluptuous bath imaginable. 
Whilſt I was enjoying myſelf in it, 
the ſlave acquainted me, what fort 
of Ne formed the company that 


was 


( 168) 
was then in the houſe, « As for the 
“men, ſaid ſhe, they fill the greateſt 
« and moſt diſtinguiſhed places in 
* Athens; they are rich voluptuaries, 
« who trouble their heads more about 
« their amuſements, than the im- 
os portant affairs with which they are 
cc intruſted yet they are generally 
greatly reſpected, it being a common 
" cuſtom in theſe days, and in every 


A 


« country, to prefer pleaſure to every 
5] thing. It would formerly have 
% been very ill placed, and have 
« ſeemed deſpicable ; but now even | 
” the irregularity of their behaviour 

00 is became indifferent thy don't 
11 take the leaſt notice of it. With re- 
| . = gard 


* gard to the women, continued ſhe, | 


ON. 


I believe ſome are your acquaint- 


ce ance; Danae, for example, ſeems | 
© one of your friends. Well, bein 8 
ce acquainted with one, is knowing 
them all; the ſame rank in life, 
« the ſame behaviour, : the fame. 


« humours; with this only difference, 


. 


« who have had the moſt intrigues. 
« Danae, Lamia, and Thais, have 
« each of them one of theſe voluptu- 
«« aries, who defray their expences, 
40 and ſupport their pleaſures. Of 

40 the three others, two are now 
« free, the other has always been fo. 
«© They have each of them amaſſed 
« conſiderable fortunes, by different 

| I "7, methods; 


4 


methods; the firſt, named, Theonis, 


<« have. Notwithſtanding the drolneſs 
of her figure, and her odd ſhape, 
5 me : has raiſed, by her talents, the. 
« tendereſt, paſſions among. the 
' greateſt, nobles of, the Place. At 


preſent, rich with, the ſpoils of. 


* thoſe lovers, who have. now for- 


faken her, ſhe lives at Athens with, 
all the pomp. that ſprings from. 


ſuperfluity. Surely, Naverates muſt 


* bea very great friend to her, ſince 


ſhe has condeſcended to be of this : 


party. Theonis no more makes a. 
* trade of herſelf; ſhe only performs 
« at e. S is. the ſecond ; 


«Cc the 


% 


—— 
er the ſprightlineſs of Her genius has 
4 made up for the want of natural 
hos graces, and acquired parts. Our 
« poets have never been able to 
«© employ her; other wiſe than in the 
cc chorus. Alternatively forming 
e the happineſs of 1 the publick- and of 
the private lover, who is the higheſt 
« bidder, ſhe has found out the way 
„of raiſing her name among the 
2 © moſt celebrated courtezans.” It is 
« even ſaid; that; in a journey ſhe 
— took, ſhe received” an 
„ honour-capable of Taifing” the envy 
«of all her rivals. Three powerful ; 
« kings; who accidentally met, 
admitted her to their table, ts enjoy 
1 IJ _ 
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the pleaſure of her converſation. 
It is true that Celenis, together with 
that lively and juſt taſte, knows 
how to give the leaſt trifles that 


witty and gallant turn, which ſo 


much delights the men; and ſhe. 
will certainly give you a ſpecimen 
of her abilities before ſhe leaves you. - 
Beſides, ſhe is one of the moſt 
good -natured creatures exiſting. 


Little capable, at preſent, of raiſing , 
thoſe, tender | ſenſations, ſhe has 
_ generouſly. made it. her whole 


ſtudy 5 to oblige others. Moſt 


intrigues of conſequence paſs, thro' 
her hands; ſhe is the regiſter- office 


for all the caſt-off miſtreſſes, and 
«c the 


„ 
cc the *young” noblemen, wh. juſt 


33 


"a came into the world. 4 
80 The other, whoſe name vou 
* you have heard was Denaide, never 
* had other than tranſitory lovers. 
* Too ſincere to feign an attachment, 
* ſhe has found out the method, By 
„ her very independance, of raiſing a 
fortune, as opulent as even that of 
„% 'Theonis. No girl ever knew her 
e trade better than ſhe, or behaved 
* more reaſonabie. The prince, the 
e the magiſtrate, the queſtor, the 
citizen, nay, the very tradeſmen, 
all are taxed in proportion to their 
* wealth, Well acquainted with 
oF Jil « the 


604 A 


18 3 ee Es he 


« proportion would prove as uſeful 


< as the troubleſome ſlavery of thoſe 
women, who are ſubjected to the 
capricious taſte, and ill humours of 
« an illuſtrious lover. To this let 
-< it be remembered, chat the always 
thought her pleaſures of ſome 


« weight; and was thorougly per- 
% ſuaded the method ſhe had taken 
was the only one capable of ſa- 
« tisfying the extent of her voluptuous 
4 deſires. It is true, the multiplicity 
E and notoriety of her exceſſes have 
44 not gained her that eſteem, which 
„ Theonis and the others have 
* « acquired; 


ä 
as acquire but what can yield ſuch 
« Conſdlation as riches, and plea- 
« fare?” 


I returned to the room, ſatisfied” 
with thoſe important reaſons. The 
company were already affembled; every 
one put on a crown of flowers, 
according to cuſtom : and we ſeated 
ourſelves at table. The repaſt did 
| honour | to the taſte and opulence of 
its maſter; the moſt ſcarce and deli- 
cious diſhes, the moſt exquiſite and 
richeſt wines, were to be had in abuti- 
| dance. Celenis, by her ſmart repartees, | 
enlivened our mirth; {6 that we 
paſſed beſt part of the night; at table, 
without ever taking notice of it. 
1 Heated 


(64176 0 
Heated with wine, and the joy which it 
inſpired, we began to talk a little idly; 
and gradually grew til) more free. | 
The houſe echoed again with the 
many kiſſes given and returned. 
Jealouſy, that fiend of pleaſure, loſt 
its power in foods of ſpilt wine. 


Every thing was growing common, 

and I. don- t know to what length = 

$ \this- preliminary would have carried 
us, had not one of the Athenians 
propoſed a thing too extravagant, 

| not to be accepted by every one. | 

.« Pleaſure (ſaid he, addrefling him- =— | 

| 455 t to his ene „ — | 


FE. 


1 to have its lakes Lycdtis 85 g8 


46 


cc 


c 


c 


a) 


8 


a 


4c 


. CC 


6 


L 
c 


K 


(2177) 
to Naucrates, Lamia to-Cteſiphon, 
Thais, you know, belongs to me. 
This right, I think, oughit to be 


conſidered as reſpectable. 
ought not cooly to ſee the object af 


We 


our tenderneſs «reclining in the 
arms of another ; let us then ſwear, 
not to puſh our exceſſes to 0 
great = height, as mutually to 


inſult one another; Chriſes, Poly- 
crates, and Thelenus ought take 
the ſame oath. 1. am not ridiculouſly 


Jealous, and what 1 am going to 


propoſe, will ſuffciently 


ng | 


me; but every one muſt ſwear to 


= make uſe of nothing but his mouth, 
1 and eyes: : _ this condition ＋ 
| * 4 give 


2 


NI 


TV) 

4 give up my delicacy. Even Nau- 
4 crates and Cteſiphon will agree to 
C this.” Every one having taken 
the oath, Cymegirus himſelf ſwore ; 
-and thus continued, his diſcourſe. 
« Lycoris, Lamia, Thais, Denaide, 
% 'Theonis, andCelenis, muſt undoubt- 
« edly appear to us very agreeable. as. 
« at preſent; but each moment has 
« its peculiar pleaſures ; night brings. 
« withit the moſt Lively of all. Every, 
«..one muſt therefore be unincum- IF 
. bered with their uſeleſs ornaments, | 

46 and diſcover to us their moſt hidden 
* charms. A treple row is deſtined 
2 fair, who is judged the moſt 

« worthy. to wear it. By Jupiter, 
« . Celenis, I agree to it with all 
| 46 my 


— 
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% my heart; Iam not vain enough | 
« to imagine I ſhall gain the prize; 
« but I am pleaſed at the oddity of 
« the thought.” Immediately and 
complaiſantiy the gave an example, 
which was inſtantly followed, when 
we appeared before our judges as at 
our birth; and ſuch as Venus formerly 
appeared to the ſhephered of mount 
Ida. Theonis a little exceeded her 
former behaviour; but the wine had 
even more effect on her, than upon | 
the Athenians. ohe forgot that ſuch 


e 


things as thoſe were only done by 1 


the young dovotees of Cytheres ; ; and 
that i it was alſo expoſing the irregala- | 


os of her ſhape. Indeed I never faw "i 
| | any 7 


( 180 ) 
any one ſo deformed; and doubtleſs 
ſhe would have been overlooked, had 
ſhe_not made uſe of her particular 
talent, and by the preciſion and light- 
neſs of the moſt laſcivious dances; 
_ diffipated that diſguſt it was natural 
ſhe would cauſe. After this indecent 
prelude, it was to be decided who 
deſerved the crown. Their eyes at 
firſt wandered, as uncertain where 
to fix, either on Lamia, Danae, or 
| muyſelf. Lamia ſoon gave over all ho pes 
of ever obtaining it, and Danae was 
along while the only one who diſputed 
the prize with me; they remarked 
- one, and criticiſed the other. In 


mort, the prize was unanimouſſy 
Ha allotted 


( 181 ) 
allotted to me. -T ſpare my reader the 
very natural diſcourſes, that preceded 
this awful judgment; I cannot even 
myſelf recall them. without bluſhing: 
but nothing was more diverting, than 
to ſee theſe gallant judges, animated 
by this indecency, and overheated 
with wine, yet reſtrained 5 by their 
oaths, look on ſuch alluring objects 
with eager and inflamed eyes. Juſt 
as one ſees a ſatyr, ſtopped by a 
river, devour the charms of a young 
' nymph bathing on the oppoſite fide: 
We had no thoughts of returning to 
Athens, till the lover of Cephalus 
began to tinge the heavenly canopy 
- with her roſy fingers. Naucrates 
returned 


: © BY 
teturried with me, in the car which 


had brought me there, and conducted 


me to a new houſe, already prepared 


for my reception. My weatineſs 
would not at that trme ſuffer me to | 


: pay any regard to the beauty of my 


CER 
: 


apartments. 1 gave. Naucrates a hint, 


he alſo wanted it, and, without any 
more oeremony, WE ſhared the bed 


between us. What chiefly ſurpriſed . 
me was, that, on this occaſion, he 
made uſe of no boaſts; but immediately 5 


fell aſlcep, which was the only plea- 
ſure he was: capable of at "tat time, 


that 1 wanted to take ſome repoſe ; 


( 183 ) 
He was not quite ſo modeſt when 


he awoke. He thought he could 
not genteely leave me, without firſt 
proving to me, that what happened 5 
| the day before, was owing to ſome 
misfortune. He was entirely taken 
up with this important project, when: 
I began to open my eyes. I narrow 
ly examined him, without ſuffering 
him to perceive he had interrupted 
my reſt. Doubtleſs his. ſcheme was 
very dear to him, for the many diff 
culties that intervencd put him in a 
paſſion, which greatly diverted me. 
The more refiſtance he. found, the 
more obſtinate were his endeavours. | 
At laſt came on the happy moment, 
FEY which 


* 
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which was to: decide a victory. too 
4 not to be laid held on imme 
diately: He - inſtantly awaked me, 
or at leaſt thought he did ſo; but I 
ſcarce had him in my arms ere he 
ſighed, groaned, and died. N au- 
crates, though he had loſt no time, 
n „ eee 128050 


PE . 


. abit wn AEDY with 


[- this momentary pleaſure, he took his 


leave of me, after having + promiſed 

always to give me notice when he in- 
tended to viſit me; for my. part, I 
was not very uneaſy at this ſecond. 


mifortune, as I expected it. My, 


whole thoughts were em ployed in 
calling 


*--. 
* 


R = 


= 

calling to my affiſtance. the indefati- 
gable Athenian, which my unlucky 
precaution had deſtined to ſupply all 
faults. I ſent to him by my chief 
| flave, whoſe good will I ſoon gained; 
I claſped him in my arms that very 
night. What a night! ye gods l what 
happineſs. did I not enjoy! Naucra- 

tes was rich, and generous. Demo- 
| philus was formed for love, and ten- 
derneſs. The former could only ſa- 
tisfy my vanity and pride; this was 


oy enough to keep him. The latter 


poſſeſſed my whole heart, could I 
then part with himnm 


* 
* 1 — 


4 . 4 4 . h 11 
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Demophil ushada very middling for- 
tune at Athens zbut thefavouts Lrecei- 
ved from Naucrates, gave me an op- 
Portunity of being of great ſervice to 
him. Happy thould I hive been, 
could I have concealed this agreeable = 
intrigue! The magiſtrate, however, 
one day ſurprifed us in a too indecent 
-poſture to admit of an excuſe. At 
this fight he flew in the greateſt rage 
imaginable; 3 a ford unluckily fell 
in his way z he lays hold of it, and, 
flying at his rival, Meathed it in his 
breaſt. Demophilus, with wandering | 
eyes, and death painted on his quiver- 
ing lips, makes the beſt uſe of the | 
few moments he has to live, and 

+ ES ſtaggering, 


| barian, cried1, thy crime, by makin 


(6187 ) 
Haggering, -throws. himſelf in my - 
arms. Alas hovy could it be ex- 


1 petted, 1 ſhould have ſufficient 5 
ſtrength to ſupport him 1 1 ſunk 


upon the ground, loading Naucra- 
tes with curſes. Accompliſh, bar- 


me the ſecond victim of your rage. 
Perhaps he might have obeyed me, 
had not ſeveral of my flaves, whom 
| any Cries had brought to my aſſiſtance, 

| forced him to a precipitate flight. _ 
Demophilus, however, ſtill breathed; 
LI endeavoured, by ſtopping his blood, 
to reſtore him to life. Vain endea- 
 vours! I was warming him in my 
arms, and prefling my mouth to his, 
OS when. 


No * 


bt OT) 
when he breathed his laſt. How can 
T expreſs my grief, when I had given 

cover all hopes of ever ſeeing him 
again Fain would I have killed 
myſelf; but they had prevented my 
taking any ſuch raſh methods; and 1 
was only to expect death from an 

excels. of grief. 


" re 111 
Won * 
hal * 


As ſoon as it was dark, ſeveral 


armed ruffians ruſhed forcibly into my 
apartment, and carried away the 
corpſe of my lover that lay before 
me. They had received their orders 
from Naucrates, who flattered himſelf, 
that, by this act, he ſhould elude the 
enquiry that might be made. Alas! 
1 he ſucceeded too well. Notwith- | 


ſtanding = 
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| ſanding, all my complaints, the law: 


was then ſo much perverted, as to 


pay too great a reſpect for criminals 
of his quality; ; and I received from | 
all quarters private orders to be ſilent, 
on pain of being ſhamefully baniſh-. 
ed Athens. .O Themis | why have 
vou placed your ſword in the hands 22 
of thoſe, who only turn its edge 
againſt the friendleſs_ and miſera- 
rable ? oe bares! abs wii 2105 
7:57 oi mort 
"This on a for a time *. 
extinguiſhed thoſe defires, that taſte 
for pleaſure, which had 22 formerly 
captivated my heart. I left the houſe 
of Naucrates the day after he had 
perpetrated 


® 4 
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mages his orime; and the way 
I. afterwards got my livelihood; was' 
by- teaching the young Athenian la- 
dies to play upon the harp. Happy 
ftuati6n! delightful tranquility ! * 
could I ever think of loſing you ?? | 
ho came I ever to __ Demo- 


m_ 1 1 00 


a and ee hank to 
me, always appeared inſeparable 1 
[ from the human mind. Ever fickle 
in its. taſte { and- plea -afures; 2 and Le n | 
more ſo concerning what it: looks 
upon as its duties, it is always pre- 
ſcribing new rules, „and forming mnew- 
Plans. Ia my firſts- guſt-of grief, 1 
6 „ 


4 


| aroſe from curioſity; but the more 


« 120. )) 
had. propoſedito weep, for; Demophi-. 
lus the reſt. of my life. Indeed, I 
ought. to haye done ſo; but: alas l I. 
bluſh at it, I-ſoon-forgot him. The: 
young Athenian, whom I: taught to 


play upon the Lyre, had a. brother, 
ho Was always: with, her when I; 
Sars her leſſens. J took notice that 


or alten years; ak kad vii his 
eyes fixed on me, and that he often 


baſhfulneſs, endeavoured, to ſuppreſs 


tboſe ſighs, which the ſighæ of me 
forced from him, notʒvithſtagding his: 


care. My firſt examination, in reality, 


1 


r. — Eg — 
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nes aunt thin K he really loved me, 
the more this mere curioſity began to 


diſappear; and I was greatly rejoiced 


at the power my charms had on this 
young man. He had the air, the 
features and graces of the god of 


love. What a triumph for a woman! 


Thus you may find, that vanity had 


already taken poſſeſſion of my heart, 
and as ſoon as this vice has taken | 
: place, it attracts all others. I forgot Xe 


Demophilus, and felt a revival of that 


flame with which Venus makes all 


her votaries Dum. From that mo- 
ment, 1 began to wiſh it was in my - 


att af to make the love of Ligdames 


— 2 e 0115 (lor 


J. 


+ 
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(for that was the young Athenian's 
name) turn to _ advantage. SOR 


As I was walking one day winder 2 
row of palm-trees, which ſpread a 
refreſhing ſhade, on the banks of the 
river Iliſſus, I ſaw Ligdames W . 
I employed in carving. ſome letters 
cn the tender bark of a young tree. 
1 approached him. without being per- 6 
ceived, when I had the pleaſure of 
diſcovering, that I was the ſubject of 
his penſiveneſs, and that it was my 
name he had Juſt done carving. T he 
pleaſure this gave, occaſioned me to 
12 make a noiſe, ſufficient for him to 
turn his head my way. He faw x me, 


* 


* IF & K : 
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and immediately the inflrument 
dropped from his hand. He looked 


towards the ground, then turning to 


the tree, he fain would prevent me 


from diſcovering what I had already 


| ſeen. = What, aid J. was your 


«c * buſineſs here alone ? you ſeem all 


5 in a flutter ; does my preſence 


8 make you uneaſy ? perhaps I am 
ec. too indiſcreet. What!” continued I. 


picking up the inſtrument, which he 
had let fall on the graſs; you are 
* engraving ſomething ? you are 
« ſilent ; you turn aſide your eyes. 


| 15 Take courage, Ligdames, there is 


= * ſurcly ſome latent myſtery make 


60 me your confident, Per haps I may 
; 6 be 


þ N 
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4 be of uſe to you n. lee 


* ployed tho eee, 0 


2 5 trying to get me from the 
No, replied I; Iam. aber 

cc 7 reſolved to fee what: you 
*. have done upon che harks? © Pray 
don't. ſee it, cried he., Non 
by « aſtonich me, faid I; porn harm 
„will that do? you. increaſe. my 
*« curioſiey, Ind I amt teſolued to far 
« tisfy it.“ Ligdames would have 
made ſome reſiſtance. but could not 
hinder me from reading che ame 
words. a ſecond. Limes, Which he wants 
ed by hide Fro on Me,, OL h. heavens: 


what do I ſee! faid I TBA: feigney 
| KX 2 3 


W 
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ing to be extremely ſurprized. It is 
my name you was engraving | whatam 
I to think Ligdames ? what! was I 
the ſubject of your meditation? Still 
more confuſed than at firſt, the young 
Athenian fell proſtrate at my feet, 
which he bathed with his tears; 
without uttering a ſingle word. I 
was obliged, by a thouſand queſtion 85. 
to extort from this unexperienced | 
youth a confeſſion of his love for me. 
1 made him promiſe to come the 
next day, at an appointed time, to 
my houſe, and then gave him leave 


to return home, charmed with the 
mildneſs with which I had received 


* declaration. 


The 
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The reflections which this happy 
adventure forced me to make, kept 
me for ſome time in the ſame place 
where I ſurprized Ligdames. | He 
loves me, cried I ; I can no longer 
doubt i it; and what a lover, oh Venus! 
does thy goodneſs beſtow on me! 
Though young, he for the firſt time 3 
feels that agrecable ſenſation, that 
divine uncaſigefs, called love. 4 ſhall 
be the firſt who enjoys his heart; ; how 
dear to me will this make him ! All 
thoſe different paſſions, which by 
turns ſhare the hearts of man, are 
intirely unknown to him; he will 
only know how to love. Thus, taken 
up by ſuch Hattering ideas, I en- 
MS K * deavoured 
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deavoured to paſs the time till Lig- 


James came to me. Lovers are al- 
ways punctual, becauſe pleaſure iS 


their aim. My lover did not ſuffer 


himſelf to be expected ; he had not 


as yet ſeen me alone ; he had long 


wiſhed for this felicity. How happy 
am I, "i d he; at his entrance? Oh 


| charmin g Lycoris, you permit me 


to ſee you, and hear you, what can 
I with for more? Indeed he only 


thought 6 on this happineſs, at leaſt his 
behaviour to me made n me chin 00. 


views; it was not ate: * 


to fee Ligdames, 1 was reſolved. to 
ck him, or rather to make 


» 


5 which 


his heart feafible of thoſe pleaſures, 


T2993) - 
which were to crown his love. But 
the greateſt trouble I was put to, 
was how to make myſelf underſtood, 
without leflening that delicacy L had 
affected. I wiſhed at leaſt he might 
prove capable of underſtanding half 
what Iexpected; he was, however, 
too ignarant ; his penetration was of 
no uſe to me, what is the matter 
K. with you, Ligdames ?. faid I, you 
love me ; I likewiſe love you; you ſee 
% me, and - ſpeak to me, you are 
<< ſeated by me, and yet you ſeem to 
“ with for ſomething elſe.” He very 
 Ingenuouſly anſwered, © Indeed you 
5 are quite unjuſt, nothing can make 
me more compleatly happy. Ah, 
Likes K ** | Lycoris l 


———— - 
.; 1 
0 
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cc Lycoris ! the pleafure of ſeeing 


and hearing you. cannot ſuf- 
e ficiently ſatisfy all your deſires, 


* interrupted I; I am not quite ig- 
« norant ; your animated looks in- 
« form me too well of your deſigns. Tt 


— 


« is true, I cannot blame you for it; 


T echzvecl you alone, and no one 
«« preſent. Unkind creature, you are 
4 refolved to make an ill uſe of my 


« kindneſs. Oh heaveris ! (replied 


« Ligdames) what deſigns do you 
«© mean ? I make an ill uſe of your 


5 kindneſs! what opinion can you 


„ have of me ? do you think Jam 
Bux. ungrateful, a. monſter.” — Lou 


« are a r ſaid I. and what is 
«6 mn 


Vw val 4 * 
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ſtil more, a beloved ono. I foreſee 
all the dangers I run when with ; 
«you ; I am ſenſible of the 


« wel ightineſs of your, reaſons for 


- 
* 


oof y + 
A 


« juſtifying your raſhneſs, Yes, I 
« know that the tranſports of true 
love can never offend, that they 
« are juſl, and that it is eruel to 
= endeavour. to ſuppreſs them ; but 
« what proof can I have of your 
« diſcretion and conſtancy ? howcan 

I. be certain, that you will always 
deſerve the weakneſs I may be 
40 guilty of for your ſake ?: 


8 


L.igdames aſtoniſhed, and not un- 
derſtanding what I meant, fixed his 


| 6282) 
eyes on the ground, without daring 


to look at me. 3 was thoroughly | 
piqued _ at his ſtupidity, ſg that, not 
knowing how to behave, I laid hold 
on his hand, which I preſſed, He 


13 3+ 1 


did the ſame by mine; he endeavour- 
ed to embrace me, as if through in- 


2 ſtinct. I gave way to his deſires; he 


could then no: longer | contain himſelf ;- 
his eyes ſparkled, and he endeavour- 
ed to throw himſelf i in my arms. I 
reſiſted; he became more abs, I 
eſcaped, he followed and ſtopped me. 
Oh heavens ! cried I, what would 
you be about Ligdames? Iknow not, 
(replied he, with a voice interrupted | 
by ſighs) I can't. underſtand the 
meaning : 
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meaning of this ſudden change ; but 
J am no longer fatisfied with only 
looking at you, and hearing you. O 
nature O love! how expreflive is 


your language? Inftantaneouſly. the 


; clonds diſappeared that obſcured the 
mind of Ligdames in the knowledge 
| of pleaſure ; the very defire brings 
us by large ſtrides towards perfection. 
My young lover knew quickly as 
- muchas myſelf. The apartment we 
were in reſounded with nothing but 
ſighs and groans, and thoſe voluptuous 
proofs, ' which ſpring from an exceſs 
of ſenſibility. TI even thought that I 
again enjoyed the ſame flow of plea- 
ſure, my beart firſt knew in the foreſt 
| as of 


. 
of Lemnos. I felt that enchanting 
delirium, which is always far ſupe- 

rior to the idea of pleaſure ; I had, 
if I may ſo expreſs it, received a new 
1. Happy diſguſt! which had 
made me worthy the tenderneſs of 
-F 114808 | 


"This: young 1 bad Jonbtleſs 
ged. my choice, had not the tenders 
neſs of his heart made him beſtow 


on other objects that very love which 
formed my happineſs. He at firſt de» 


ceived my watchfulneſs ; but he ſoon 

made me ſuſpe& his inconſtancy, by 
the marks he gave F me of his love, 
F Ligdames inſenfibly grew cooler. In 

55 „ vain 


abt 
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vain Ireproached him; he ſoon gave 
me too convincing proofs af his per- 
 fidy ; he did not even pay me the | 
common viſits ; and was never with 
his ſiſter at her leſſons. How could 


I diſſemble my ſhame, and his incon« 


ſtancy ? The grief I felt for the loſs 
of him, proved not ſo great as I at 
firſt expected. 1 quickly perceived, 
that Ligdames had no fhare in _ 
heart, and had only awaked in me 
the love of pleaſure, from that ſtats 
1 drowſineſs in which it had been 
immerſed by the cruelty of Naucrates; 
I was rejoiced, and immediately began 


to think of throwing aſide the voluntary 


ſolitude to which I had at firſt fooliſhly 
condemned 
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condemned myſelf. What neceſſity 
was there, that, being innocent of 
the crime which had been committed, 
I ſhould: ſuffer for it? In this man- 
ner,myown reaſon ſeemed to convince 
me of the neceſſity of returning to 
my former ſchemes. That light, 
. which the gods have beſtowed: on 
us as a guide, too often ſerves to lead 
dur paſſions and vices aſtray, and 
when almoſt extinct, chance diſcovers 
us the true road; it only ſhines in thoſe 
obſeute paths, where we have been 
drawn by our own. weakneſs, ; 


— —u— 2 2 „ 
* 


The new care I took of my per ſon, 
250 making my de every 
where 


ene 
where again, ſoon brought me back 
that crowd of ſmarts I fo much loved; 
but What gave the deceſive blow, was 
taking my place among the courtezans, 
| who were aſſtmbled, according to 
cuſtom, to celebate the feaft of 
Adonis.“ Irene wed my acquaintante 
with Danae and Lamia, who withed 
me joy in the generous reſolution 1 
Hal taken of men Wy charms 
218 


* This feaſt was nn ann at 
midſummer, in moſt parts of Greece ; it even 
paſſed into India, and it is of this feaſt the 
prophet Ezekiel ſpake, when he ſaid © he ſaw 
„ women weep for Adonis.” The courtezans 
watked through the ſtreets in grand mourning 
pomp, having on their heads filver baſkets filled 
with flowers, and ſinging ſorrowful hymns on 
the death of this lover of Venus, Vide the 

Idilles of Theacritus, 
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'f to the republic. Immediately ſome 
marriages were propoſed to me in the 
ſuburbs of Athens; but Iwould accept 
none of them. That with Naucrates 
1 had been attended with too bad 
conſequences for my ever engaging 
in a ſecond; I would have nothing 
| todo, but with thoſe tranſitory lovers, 


| who were themſelves jcalous of their 
liberty. I enjoyed the ſweets af this 
agreeable life, when I perceived I was 
likely to become a mother. 1 was 
vaſtly rejoiced, and returned thanks 
to the divine Paphian queen, for 
having brought \ with her the Gnaides 
when Ligdames bleſt me with his 
| careſſes (for it was to him I owed 


* ; ] 
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that happineſs which fo mach rej joiced 
me.) Few courtezans could pride 
themſelves upon having this advantage; 
and therefore my vanity became the 
greater. I was the firſt who declared 
the honourable fituation-I found my- 
felf in. The reſpect it drew: me, 
made all my rivals wiſh, that, like 
me, they could give ſubjects to the 
republic. I neglected not, during 
my pregnancy, to offer inceſſant vows 
to my good protectrix. 1 only avoided 

thoſe exceſſes that might proye hurtful 

to me, a and I was brought to-bed of 
a moſt lovely daughter, who. ought 
to have been y joy and comfort. 


? - 
2 7; L : 
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The firſt emotions of nature made 
every other care fubfide to that which 
concerned my growing progeny ; 2 
thought of "nothing, but this pleaſure. 
My daughter, whom F called Zennie, 
| rngrofſedall my thoughts; the was 
m exact reſemblance, and I think 
may fiy the was lovely. The gods 
Have likewiſe made her ret of as 
tender a heart as mine; ; this is either 


one of the fivecteſt, or bittereft gifts, 


they could have confetred- on her. 
| It is not enough to be tender, we 
| rauſt-be Happy. The fondneſs 1 
bad conceived: for Zennie increaſed 
daily; every thing declared thoſe 
[ol Oo which were to diſtinguiſh 


1 . | | her; > 
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her; but I could not attach myſelf 
ſo much to this lovely child, without 


ſometimes thinking on the perfidious 
Ligdames. I did every thing ! in my 
power to get him to my houſe : I 
wanted at leaft to have the comfort 
of ſhewing him the proofs of our love, 
but the barbarian was deaf to my 
entreaties. The debaucheries, X in 
which he was plunged, would not 
| give his heart time to feel the calls of 
nature. Zennie v was always an object 
of indifferency to him; yet he was 
her true father; T am ure 1 knew 
only him when 1 was pregnant of 5 
her. Why chen had not Zennie 


ſome power over the heart of this 
* 1 VER man t 


e 
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man? What become of thoſe ties of 
blood, that are principally acknow- 
ledged throughout the whole world ? 
My reaſon is loſt in this enquiry. 
Gods ! what then 1 is the law written 
in our hearts! Two motives ind uced 
me to return to my old profeſſion ; 
firſt, becauſe it was my, natural bent; ; 
And, Homily, to: acauire.- a Fed 


* > * - 


give, n my daughter a a | good uation, 


N 0 hing could counterbalance theſe 
accepted the firſt lover 


who, made me propoſals. As he was 
of a different character from any E 
had been connected with, and beſides, 
as] had reaſon | to be ſatisfied with 


him, 


reaſons, and I 


2 1 © 
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of 
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N 1 Qhall give a full account Pat 
him. | OL 


One night being tranquil at home, 
diverting myſelf with my harp, and 


playing ſome tunes which ſeemed to 


have ſome effect upon Zennie; I per- 
ceived a man enter, reſpectable for 


his dreſs and ſituation in life. I ſoon 
knew him to be the high- prieſt of 


Minerva's temple; and I was going 


to fall proſtrate at his feet, when 


ſeating himſelf by me, the holy man 
en the following diſcourſe.· My | 


« preſence ſeems to aſtoniſn you, 
«without doubt, Oh feet Lycoris! 
= Aman like me appears deſtined for 
ETON divine 


— ſ— 
N 


N 
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divine things. It is true, Minerva 
ce ſpeaks by my mouth; I am the 
« miniſter of her will; but ſuch 
% weighty occupations ds not ſtifle 
« the deſires of my heart. Wonder 
952 of our days ! I have ſeen yous and 
IJ. then felt nature. I lifted my 
« eyes co hoayen ; but they fell domn 
+ again towards the earth; they 
. ſought for you, and {1ace that time. 
% my ſoul has been ever full of that 
4 inexpreſſible affection I have felt 
«« for yon. All Athens, thoroughly 
. perſuaded. of my ſanctity, thinks 
2 we intirely frre from the darts of 


fo=s & 


4 love: let them . fall have that 


0 ee ; I Abe to t. for it is even 
. neceſſary 


* * 
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4 neceſfary- to its edification: but 


dought J to be the ſufferer ? you are 
« to be my judge, 1 you, whoſe eyes” — 


True, anſwered I. "this language 


« from you aſtoniffies me, you, 


« who are adored and * „ 


& throughout all Greece, you «th 


«© miniſter of our altars, how can you 


« breathe in ſo impure an air? 1 


« cannot ſay -otherwiſe than that T 
know myſelf; what ſhall T not 


4. ſuffer from the anger of the gods, 
« if, preferring the company of à 
« courtezan, you beſtow on me thoſe 


ae precious moments, which alone 
«© belong to them?” What do 


x yu * ? (replied the high- prieſt) 


« what! 


1 
— — —ͤ— on —— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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« what! can that Lycoris, as famous 
bo for her ſenſe as for her beauty, can 
« ſhe ſpeak to me in t Popular a 
2 tile? Does thedi SPY am honour- 


45 ed with, prevent me from being 
« a man, like others ? What character 
«:1$ there ſufficiently holy to deprive 
1 me of my eyes and heart ? Leave to 
« « the blind W the error of pply 
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575 : their: a Zin am no more 1 
* a man to reaſonable. people. I ſhall 
leave you to your thoughts; and 
4. to-morrow, at the ſame time, ſhall 
«« game. and expect my doom, which 
„will eicher make me happy or 
* miſcrable.” He then got up, and 


4 


22 E 8 | | looking 
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looking upon me with eyes full of 


love, departed, leaving me very much 


aſtoniſhed at this odd adventure. * 


reflected how I ſhould behave, when 
| the appearance of ſomething ſtruck 


my fight, which fixed my wavering 


reſolutions... This was a purſe with 


three thouſand drachms*, which the 


. high-prieſt had left where he had 


been ſeated. This treaſure was ac- 


companied with a billet, which 1 


eagerly read, and found as follows: 


A piece of Greek money, worth about three 


pence half penny of our coin. This ſum, tho“ 


not very conſiderable among us, was immenſe 
among the Athenians, whoſe higheſt price be- 
ſtowed on the favours of a courtezen, was never 
more than r1oOO drachms. Vide Athaneus. 


(Cats). 
« My heart is in A perturbation 
« and flutter. It is only your ſmiles 
* can calm this ſtorm to a tate of 
* HliſGful peace. Above all, foul of 
« my defires, think that, by being 
c« with me, you will not be leſs 
* your own miſtreſs. My love i is 
« lively; but not of a jealous kind. 
« Tam ſatisfied to ſhare a place in 
« your affections; ; but I think my- 
40 ſelf unworthy to engroſs them 


6 


7 « all. Judge not of my acknow- 
lf 40 ledgements by this firſt trifle; I 


20 may be of great uſe to you in all 
« your pleaſure.” The reading of 
this gallant epiſtle gave the finiſhing 

. ftroke and I decided i in ee. of 


— 
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the high-prieſt. I could not find a 
lover, who could accommodate him- 
ſelf fo a- propos to my way of living; | 
and I impatiently waited his return. 
The next day, ſcarce had night fell, 
ere I ſaw him enter my apartment; 
but differently dreſſed from the day 
before. Well, ſaid he, what have 
you reſolved? have my proceedings 
proved unſucceſsful D N o longer kill 
me by the cruel objection which you 
made me yeſterday ; have you any 
more ſer uples? Both my reaſon and 
gratitude ought to haye cleared them, 
anſwered I. Mention nothing but 

your reaſon, replied he, that is alone 

buffcient to ſtrengthen you againſt | 
OO ' 
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the prejudice which at firſt rnd 
you. You may perceive, I have put 
off thoſe pretended holy garments, 
, which diſtinguiſh me from the reſt of 
the Athenians. In this manner, I 
ſhall always appear when with you. 
I have put afide thoſe banns, which 
tie me to the altar, and the only 
thing 1 ſhall bring you, is a heart truly 
and ſincerely your's. You have acted 
prudently (aid I to him) to leave 
thoſe outwards ornaments of your 
dignity ; they might betray you in 


our viſits to me. You agree then 


to ſee me (replied the high-prieſt) 
only comfort'of my life ! Oh heavens ! 
how happy. ſhall I be ! you will crown 


„„ 
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my love! Then, without giving me 
time to anſwer him, he embraced me; 
and eagerly poſſeſſed himſelf of the 
| happineſs he ſo much deſired. With 
. what courage the holy man ſatisfied 
his own defires, and mine | I ſoon 
found out, that his character had not 
deprived him of any of his faculties. 
One tranſport was followed by another. 
Even more ſenſible of pleaſure than 
myſelf, he enjoy'd thoſe delicious 
extacies, which Venus only beſtows 
on her elected. He added the ftrength 
of Hercules to the tenderneſs of 
Adonis. In a word, he was a wonder 
in every thing that concerned this 
divine Pane 1 adored him : the | 
1 L 3 moſt 
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moſt beloved object never was repaid 
with ſo much gratitude as himſelf. 


Nothing could equal my happineſs 
in having inſpired the interpreter of 
Minerva with love. 1 enjoyed this 
bleſſing ſeveral years, and his gene- 
roſity procured me all the convenien- 
cies of life. Our intrigue was never 

diſcovered, which gave him an oppor- 
 tunity of ſtill impoſing on the igno- 
rant. I every where heard him 
| Praiſed as an example of piety; ſupe- 
rior to all terreſtial ſeductions, and 
who only lived on herbs and water. 
What pleaſure did I not enjoy, by 
thus being taught how eaſily men 


ate 


4 


are to be deceived? Vain would hare 
| proved every endeavour tohave aſperſed 
his character ; a blind credulity would 
have expelled all doubts. The popu- 
pulace are delighted with ſuch errors; 
they have their particular objects of 
eſteem and veneration, as likewiſe of 
| hatred and contempt ; reaſon, and 


juſtice ſeldom chuſe either the one or 
the other. They are the mere effects 


of caprice and chance. Wh {ſeldom 


made an ill uſe of the liberty my ge- 
nerous lover allowed me. | I ſcarce 
proved unfaithful to him above 
twenty times in ten years; yet I was 
often at thoſe nocturnal meetings, 


L 4 £4 where 
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wherethe illuſtrious Athenians aſſem- 
| bled with girls of our profeſſion ; ; but 
1 obſtinately refuſed all the propoſals 
that were generally made me. Phi- 
logunis was frequently of our party, 
and could not gueſs the reaſon of my 
behaviour. Every one endeavoured 
to aſſign a caule ; but they were 
| obliged to believe, what 1 a thouſand 
times alledged, that! no more reliſh- 
ed thoſe pleaſures I formerly delighted 
in. However, my company was 
equally as much liked, on account of 
my gaiety, and abilities. I therefore 
enjoyed all the pleaſures of a courte- 

zan, without being ſubject to the 
5 will 
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will of any one. I really believe my 
' taſte for pleaſure began to diminiſh ; 
the high-prieſt daily grew leſs paſ- 
ſionate and | tender ; yet I let {ip 

ſeveral opportunities, which | few 
women in my fituation would have 


The education of Zennie took up 
a great part of my time, and I was 
happy enough to find, ſhe had the 
beſt diſpoſition in the world. All 
the maſters I beſtowed. on her, ſuc- _ 
ceeded in making her one of the 
moſt accompliſhed girls. The pains 
I ſometimes took of inſtructing her 
myſelf, inſenfibly gave my mind a | 
c RE very 
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very ſerious turn, T daily became 
more philoſophically inclined, and 
leſs attached to pleaſure, My auguſt 
lover, whoſe paſſion was as much 
cooled by age, as by the frequent en- 
joyments of it, with me approved my 
change; and invited me to give up 
that weakneſs, which is only par- 
donable in our juvenile days; but 
which always makes women appear ri- 
diculous when in their decline. His 
gifts had placed me in too eaſy a ſitua- 
tion ever to fear that want, to which 
courtezans are reduced, and which 
obliges them to continue their de- 
baucheries, and make them appear s 
the more 5 by being obliged, 
| through 


% 
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| thro gh neceſſity, to commit the 
greateſt exceſſes, I was ſtill of a 
| very agreeable figure, and ſufficiently 
10 to make an honourable. retreat. * | 
therefore undertook i it, and ſoon be⸗ 
came what was then called good co com- 4 


pany. 


Ab the 2 4 requires ſome nouriſh- 
ment, I applied myſelf to literature. 
Athens was full of thoſe people, 
who devoted themſelyes to it; ſome 


where its patrons ; others its culti- 
vators. Wit had deviſed a thoufand 


| different works, which required only 


4 Apr ene to be kept 


up, 


— 
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up, and thoſe graces, which a iy * 
| and warm imagination produces, 
without the help of genius, nay, 
and even ſometimes without the help 


of good ſenſe. The difficulty attend- 
ing more ſolid Knowledge had render- 


7 ed theſe new inventions very eſtima- 
ble; there were ſome few people, 
who deſpiſed the public depravity of 
"taſte; but theſe were ſcarce, the 
greateſt number were inclined to the 


reigning trivial taſte. The very ſcien- 
Ces and arts were infected with this 
poiſon. Flowers, animals, and fruits, 
were the c obj ects of emulation among 
che painters. Under pretence of imi- 
tating nature in its Hring, they had 
V forgot 
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forgot that bold and ſtrong way Of 
painting, which might be capable of 
renderin g their works immortal. 
They were ſuffered to daub a cloth 
with ſome gay colours, which the 
air in a minute affected and ſpoilt. 
It was reckoned being wiſe, and 
learned, to make a thorough enquiry 

into the mereſt trifles. Grave diſſer- 
tations were made on the anus of a 
flea, upon what coloured cloaths 
ought to be wore in | town, or in the 
country, on the ſweet excrements of 
flies, and a thouſand other ſuch idle 
things. He proved the beſt artiſt, who 
employed different kinds of metal 
: and n ſtones, to form gro- 


teſque 
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teſque figures, about whoſe propriety 
they diſputed; whilſt they intirely 
forgot nature in all her proportions. 


I took great pleaſure in conſidering 
how much the taſte of men alters 
and fluctuates. I compared Athens 
in its Juſtre to what it was now, and 
was aſtoniſhed to find ſo vaſt a change. 
Thus Idiverted myſelf with laughing 
at the expence of a ſtate, by which 
I had been idolized. One of my 
chief amuſements, was to go to their 
magnificent theatres *. I daily faw 
the decay of that art, of which 
Ariſtophanes 


* Philon, 2 1 architect, built it under 
Pericles; it at leaſt cis 6000 perſons, 
and was faced with marble. 


„ 
Ariſtophanes will ever be conſidered 
as the father. The liberty this illuſ- 


trious comic poet enjoyed, was ab- 


ſolutely denied the modern writers. 
They were not allowed to make uſe 
of that boldneſs, that true criticiſm, 
which can alone laſh public Vices. 
: Beſides, thoſe Athenians who were 
the judges of theſe works, and vrhoſe 


morals were entirely depraved, gave 
the comedies, thro a natural blinlu- 


neſs, that forced appearance of de- | 
cency and honout, to which the au- 


thors were obliged to ſubmit; yet it 


might caſily be perceived, notwith- 


ſtanding theſe few reaſons alledged 
to excuſe them, there was till want- 


= ing 


(6232) 
ing that divine genius, that exten- 
ſiveneſs of imagination which forms 


the great man. 


My reformation had made people | 
forget the follies of 1 my youth ; I was 
ſeated at the play i in the midſt of per- 
ſons of the firſt diſtinction, who 
were in no pain about it.“ The cha- 
racter 1 had aſſumed of a philoſophi- 
cal woman, had erazed the very idea 
| © what I had formerly been. My 
| houſe became no langer odious, even 
e res EL ok to 
- There 7 a 8 3 allotted for 
the women, called Cereys, where no courte- 
Lans were admitted. They had a ſeparate place 


built for them, by which they were prevented 
| from i with thoſe, called modeſt women. 


K 
%. 
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to thoſe men who valued themſttyes 


on keeping up to the ſtricteſt morals. 
; 1 went with Zennie i in the beſt aſſem- 
blies of the town, Her wit and 
talents were by much ; admired ; | 
but eſpecially that modeſt look which 
| made people entertain great hopes of 
her future conduct. Alas! it was a 


mere maſk. When Zennie attained 
the age of deſires, I could no longer 


command her. Worthy daughterofher 
mother, ſhe was ſubject to the ſame 
| paſſions, and had the ſame inclinations 
for pleaſure; againſt which I could 
| not defend myſelf. Could I juſtly 
blame her for following my example? | 
I knew the weakneſs of my ſex ; the 
| | artifices 


N 


artifices. of which men know how to 
make ſo much advantage, and prin- 


cipally the invincible charm of plea- 
ſure. I ſeemed not to perceive her 
natural bent. How was I repaid for 


it? doubtleſs, 1 was doomed to be 


puniſhed for having forgot my father, 
the unhappy Tyrteus. My daughter 
one day left Athens, without taking 
her leave of me, and I have never 


-heard of her ſince. Oh Venus! Oh 
level thou art at preſent uſeleſs to me. 


Soon the gods will take me to them- 
ſelves ; be therefor e at leaſt favourable 


I to the cruel Zennie, and may ſhe en- 
joy as much pleaſure as he gives me 
o * 


F INIS. 


